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BEST PROBLEMS 
Rassegna dei migliori problemi 
 

diretta da Antonio Garofalo 
Col sostegno dell'API (Associazione Problemistica Italiana) 
 

Hanno collaborato a questo numero: 
Awani Kumar 
 

EDITORIALE 
 

Da questo anno 2025 gli inediti di Best Problems saranno pubblicati in un singolo file pdf, il quale 
sarà aggiornato ogni volta che mi giungeranno nuovi inediti.  
Prego vedere: http://www.bestproblems.it/bppdf/Originals_2025.pdf 
[From this year 2025 the Best Problems originals will be published in a single PDF file, which 
will be updated every time new originals will come to me. 
Please see: http://www.bestproblems.it/bppdf/Originals_2025.pdf] 

 

 

 Francesco Simoni 
1° Premio  - 9° T.T. Fédération Royale Marocaine des Echecs 2023 
5nb1/8/1p1pp1N1/4N3/Pp6/2B1kB1p/K1p2p1P/2r2rqn 
H≠2  (7+14) C+ 
b) -¤e5, c) g8-e1, d)=c) -¥c3 
a) 1.dxe5 h4 2. f4 d2‡ 
b) 1. xf3 e5 2. g2 h4‡ 
c) 1.bxc3 f4 2. d2 c4‡ 
d) 1. d4 xf8 2. c5 xe6‡ 
Comments by Author: 
A W unit (¤e5) is captured at B1 in a). The same is removed to have 
the twin b). A different W unit (¥c3) is captured at B1 in c) and it is 
removed to have d).  
HOTF in twin form. 
• In a) c) there is the ZILAHI theme, with distant blocks at B1. 
• In b) d) the self-blocks are no longer possible, but the e3 can move 
twice since a W controller has been removed. 

 

 
I concorsi su Best Problems: 
 

 ≠2/=2, (2025-2026): NN 
 ≠3/=3, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo 
 S≠2/3-S=2/3 (2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo 
 H≠2/H=2, (2024-2025): NN 

 
 

 H≠2,5/3-H=2,5/3, (2024-2025): NN 
 H≠n/H=n, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo 
 HelpSelfmate 2/3/n (Orthodox and fairy)  

   2024-2025: Antonio  Garofalo  
 Fairies (2025: NN 
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Italian Award Winners 
 

 

 Daniele Gatti 
2° Premio  - János Csák-75 JT (CSMP-2024) 
B1k5/p1Pp4/p2P4/5p2/3P1Pp1/3p2Pp/1BpP3P/n1K5 
S≠9  (10+10) C+ 
1. h1 a5 2. a8 a4 3. h1 a3 4. c3 a2 5. b2 a6 6. a8 a5 7. h1 a4 
8. a8 a3 9. c3 b3‡ 
Comments by Author:   
All other variations are only permutations (let alone for shorter mates). 
Whenever Black plays ... a3, White must play Bc3 (pawn a3 controls b2 
and still allows Sb3#). When a3 pawn is pushed to a2, White must play 
Bb2 to selfblock again that square. 
Other pawn moves are answered by continuous switchbacks from a8-
h1, until Black runs out of moves. Thematic content: Switchbacks (the 
longest possible and the shortest possible) 
 

 Francesco Simoni 
3° Premio  - 265° T.T. SuperProblem 2022 
7K/8/n3rQ2/kpr3p1/3B1p2/P1b1n1Pp/5ppP/5b1q 
H≠2  (6+14) C+   b) a5-g1 
a) 
1. c4 xe6 2. a4 b6‡ ( b6‡?) 
1. e4 xc5 2. a4 b6‡ ( b6‡?) 
b) 
1. g4 xf4 2. xh2 xf2‡ ( xf2‡?) 
1.fxg3 xe3 2.gxh2 xf2‡ ( xf2‡?) 
Comments by Author: 
The pieces of a white half-pin defend each other in the mating moves. 
One of two black units, in turn, moves twice: at B1 to open a gate to 
one of the half-pinned pieces, and then, at B2, to self-block.  
The second half-pinned white piece, in turn, captures the other black 
unit at W1 to guard the mating square and then to mate. 
 

 Francesco Simoni 
1ª Menzione Onorevole - SuperProblem 2023 
5b2/qp6/1p3p2/N4p2/K2P1k2/N2P1r2/rp1P1p2/8 
H≠4  (6+11) C+ 
1. b4 b5 ( b3?) 2. xd2 b3 3. e3 c1 4.f4 ( f4?) c2‡ 
1. c5 b3 ( b5?) 2. xd4 b5 3. e5 c7 4. f4 ( f4?) c4‡ 
Comments by Author: 
A black unit moves twice to selfblock a distant square. The capture of a 
white unit at B2 allows the bK to move at B3 and specifies the order of 
black moves. 
Indirect white self-unpin with dual avoidance (in his move, the white 
king must not prevent the next move by the unpinned knight. Model 
mates. 
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Ricostruzione 
 

 Antonio Garofalo (Ricostruzione 101, BP112) 
Sinfonie Scacchistiche 1977 (v) 
6B1/r7/1r3pN1/3P1kpP/6p1/2p3Pn/4R1NK/4R3 
≠2  (9+8) C+ 
1. e7? [2. e3‡]  ma 1… a2! 
1. e6? [2. e3‡]  ma 1… b2! 
1. e8! [2. e3‡] 
1… b2, e6 2. (x)e6‡ 
1… a2, e7 2. (x)e7‡ 

 
Predrag Zuvic Valeriu Giurgean Hans Nieuwhart 

   
 
Solo 3 partecipanti a questa Ricostruzione. L'amico Miguel Uris è deceduto improvvisamente e 
José Antonio Coello Alonso non mi ha inviato la sua proposta. 
Zuvic ha leggermente migliorato l'economia della posizione (8+9 invece di 9+8 del mio lavoro) 
mentre Giurgean ha proposto un tentativo in più: 1.¦e4? [2.¤e3‡]  1…¦b2 2.¥e6‡ 1…¦a2 
2.¤e7‡ ma 1…cxd3! Anche Nieuwhart ha aggiunto un temtativo generico: 1.¦~? [2.¤e3‡]  ma 
1…gxf3! 
 
 

Ricostruzione n. 102 - Ricostruire un problema ≠2 che abbia la seguente soluzione:  
 
1.¦d7! [2.¦xd5‡] 
1…¤xc3 2.£xc3‡ 1…¤xe3 2.£xe3‡ 1…¤b4 2.¤xc4‡ 1…¤f4 2.exf4‡ 1…¤b6 2.¥d4‡ 
1…¤f6 2.¦xf5‡ 1…¤c7 2.¥d6‡ 1…¤xe7 2.¦xe7‡ 1…bxc6 2.¤xc6‡ 
 
Inviare (send to): perseus@bestproblems.it   
(last available day for to send: 10/03/2025) 

A. Garofalo 
 
 
 
 

¢    ¦    ¤  ¶   
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Happy New Year 2025  

 Awani Kumar, Lucknow, India 

Enjoy! Rejoice!! Celebrate!!! 

Let us celebrate and commemorate the New Year 2025 with some interesting tours of knight on 20x25 board. 
Readers of Best Problems are well aware of the millennium old ‘Tour of knight’ puzzle. The task is to move a 
knight over an empty board so that it visits all the cells only once. Figure 1 is a semi-magic tour of knight on 
20x25 board. Here all the consecutive numbers from 1 to 500 are at knight’s move and sum of all the move 
numbers in each row is 5010. Column sums are odd and even alternately, so can't be magic. It is an open tour 
and readers are urged to look for more challenging closed (or reentrant) semi-magic tour. 

 

Fig.1. Semi-magic tour of knight on 20x25 board. 

‘Figured tour’ is a rich field for mathematical art on chessboard. Figure 2a is monogram tour (knight moves 
delineating letters). Here the consecutive numbers from 1 to 500 are in knight’s path and line joining all the 
square numbers 12, 22, 32, …, 222, namely, 1, 4, 9, …, 484 delineate letters ‘H’, ‘N’ and ‘Y’, the first letters of 
Happy New Year. Figure 2b has square numbers delineating number 25 (which correlates with the year 2025). 
Readers may like to compose other letters and numbers related to the New Year 2025 
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 (a) 

 (b) 

Fig.2. Figured tours (a) delineating letters ‘H’, ‘N’, ‘Y’ and (b) number ‘25’.  

The author wishes a very Happy New Year 2025. May it bring health, wealth and happiness to all. Amen.   
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