BEST PR@B LEMS Anno XXIX-n. 113
Rasseqna dei migliond problem 1°/2025 - January

diretta da Antonio Garofalo

Col sostegno dell'API (Associazione Problemistica Italiana)

Hanno collaborato a questo numero:
Awani Kumar

EDITORIALE

Da questo anno 2025 gli inediti di Best Problems saranno pubblicati in un singolo file pdf, il quale
sara aggiornato ogni volta che mi giungeranno nuovi inediti.

Prego vedere: http://www.bestproblems.it/bppdf/Originals 2025.pdf

[From this year 2025 the Best Problems originals will be published in a single PDF file, which
will be updated every time new originals will come to me.

Please see: http://www.bestproblems.it/bppdf/Originals_2025.pdf]

A < Francesco Simoni
%%%%/ ?}' 1° Premio - 9° T.T. Fédération Royale Marocaine des Echecs 2023
| A 4| 5nbl/8/1plppIN1/4N3/Pp6/2B1kB1p/K1p2p1P/2r2rqn
2 H#2 (7+14) C+
b) -De5, ¢) Bg8-el, d)=c) -£.c3
a) l.dxe5 Dh4 2.914 2421
b) 1.9xf3 Le52.Lg2 Dhdi
¢) L.bxe3 Df42.&d2 Dedt
d) 1.2d4 Dxf82.Lc5 Dxebt
Comments by Author:
A W unit (De5) is captured at B1 in a). The same is removed to have
the twin b). A different W unit (£.c3) is captured at Bl in ¢) and it is
removed to have d).
HOTF in twin form.
e In a) c) there is the ZILAHI theme, with distant blocks at B1.
e In b) d) the self-blocks are no longer possible, but the #e3 can move
twice since a W controller has been removed.
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1 concorsi su Best Problems:

® £2/=2,(2025-2026): NN * H#2,5/3-H=2,5/3, (2024-2025): NN

® £3/=3,(2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo * H#n/H=n, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo
® S#2/3-S=2/3 (2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo * HelpSelfmate 2/3/n (Orthodox and fairy)
. H¢2/H=2, (2024_2025): NN 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo

¢ Fairies (2025: NN

E-mail & web site: perseus@bestproblems.it http://www.bestproblems.it

182




N
SO\

%

>\

SO\
\

SO
\

\

RO\

N

N

\

N

SO

=

"
/
/,‘/ %

N

N\

S

A\

Italian Award Winners

< Daniele Gatti

2° Premio - Janos Csék-75 JT (CSMP-2024)
B1k5/p1Pp4/p2P4/5p2/3P1Pp1/3p2Pp/1BpP3P/n1K5

S#9 (10+10) C+

1.2hla52.2a8243.2h1 a3 4.2¢3a25.2b2 26 6.2.28 a5 7.2h1 a4
8.2a82a39.2c3 Db3

Comments by Author:

All other variations are only permutations (let alone for shorter mates).
Whenever Black plays ... a3, White must play Bc3 (pawn a3 controls b2
and still allows Sb3#). When a3 pawn is pushed to a2, White must play
Bb2 to selfblock again that square.

Other pawn moves are answered by continuous switchbacks from a8-
h1, until Black runs out of moves. Thematic content: Switchbacks (the
longest possible and the shortest possible)

< Francesco Simoni

3° Premio -265° T.T. SuperProblem 2022
7K/8/m3rQ2/kpr3p1/3B1p2/P1blnl1Pp/5ppP/5blq
H#2 (6+14) C+ b) ®a5-gl

a)

1.2c4 Wxe6 2.Ba4 Whet (£b672)

1.Heq4 £xc52.5a4 2b6t (Wheit?)

b)

1.Dg4 Wxf4 2. Dxh2 Wxf2t (Lxf21?)

1.fxg3 £xe3 2.gxh2 £xf21 (Yxf21?)

Comments by Author:

The pieces of a white half-pin defend each other in the mating moves.
One of two black units, in turn, moves twice: at B1 to open a gate to
one of the half-pinned pieces, and then, at B2, to self-block.

The second half-pinned white piece, in turn, captures the other black
unit at W1 to guard the mating square and then to mate.

€ Francesco Simoni

1* Menzione Onorevole - SuperProblem 2023
5b2/qp6/1p3p2/N4p2/K2P1k2/N2P1r2/rp1P1p2/8

H#4 (6+11) C+

1.2b4 ©b5 (Lb3?) 2. £xd2 Db3 3.Le3 Del 4.f4 (E£42) De2
1.2¢5 b3 (Lb5?) 2. £xd4 Db53.Le5 De7 4. B4 (142) Dedt
Comments by Author:

A black unit moves twice to selfblock a distant square. The capture of a
white unit at B2 allows the bK to move at B3 and specifies the order of
black moves.

Indirect white self-unpin with dual avoidance (in his move, the white
king must not prevent the next move by the unpinned knight. Model
mates.
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Ricostruzione

< Antonio Garofalo (Ricostruzione 101, BP112)
Sinfonie Scacchistiche 1977 (v)
6B1/r7/1r3pN1/3P1kpP/6p1/2p3Pn/4R INK/4R3
#2 (9+8) C+

1.He7?2 [2.2¢31] mal...Ha2!

1.He6? [2.2e35] mal...Eb2!

1.He8! [2.De31]

1...BEb2,Ee6 2. £(x)e61

1...Ha2, He7 2.D(x)e7t

Predrag Zuvic Valeriu Giurgean Hans Nieuwhart

B L
'

Solo 3 partecipanti a questa Ricostruzione. L'amico Miguel Uris ¢ deceduto improvvisamente e
José Antonio Coello Alonso non mi ha inviato la sua proposta.

Zuvic ha leggermente migliorato I'economia della posizione (8+9 invece di 9+8 del mio lavoro)
mentre Giurgean ha proposto un tentativo in pit: 1.He4? [2.9e33] 1...2b2 2.8e67 1...Ha2
2.%e7i ma 1...cxd3! Anche Nieuwhart ha aggiunto un temtativo generico: 1.E~? [2.8e3}] ma
1...gxf3!

Ricostruzione n. 102 - Ricostruire un problema #2 che abbia la seguente soluzione:

1.Ed7! [2.8xd5%]
1...60%c3 2.Wxc3] 1...50xe3 2.Wxe3] 1...00b4 2.9)xc4] 1... 04 2.exfd} 1...60b6 2. £ d4]
1...6M6 2.Exf51 1...60c7 2.2d67 1...6xe7 2.ExeT} 1...bxc6 2.8)xc6]

Inviare (send to): perseus@bestproblems.it

(last available day for to send: 10/03/2025)
A. Garofalo

> WEHSL N
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$ Happy New Year 2025 $

Awani Kumar, Lucknow, India
Enjoy! Rejoice!! Celebrate!!!

Let us celebrate and commemorate the New Year 2025 with some interesting tours of knight on 20x25 board.
Readers of Best Problems are well aware of the millennium old ‘Tour of knight’ puzzle. The task is to move a
knight over an empty board so that it visits all the cells only once. Figure 1 is a semi-magic tour of knight on
20x25 board. Here all the consecutive numbers from 1 to 500 are at knight’s move and sum of all the move
numbers in each row is 5010. Column sums are odd and even alternately, so can't be magic. It is an open tour
and readers are urged to look for more challenging closed (or reentrant) semi-magic tour.

5 246 487 264 3 248 489 262 1 250 491 260 239 12 493 258 237 14 495 256|5010
486 265 4 247 488 263 2 249 490 261 240 11 492 259 238 13 494 257 236 15 |s010
245 6 267 484 243 8 269 482 241 10 251 500 19 232 253 498 17 234 255 496(s5010
266 485 244 7 268 483 242 9 270 481 20 231 252 499 18 233 254 497 16 235(s010
463 226 37 274 465 228 35 272 21 230 479 282 23 284 477 214 25 288 475 212|s010
38 275 464 227 36 273 466 229 480 271 22 219 478 217 24 287 476 213 26 289(s5010
225 462 277 40 223 34 279 468 221 32 281 470 283 30 285 472 215 28 211 474|so10
276 39 224 461 278 467 222 33 280 469 220 31 218 471 216 29 286 473 290 27 (5010
459 302 41 200 45 300 455 202 47 298 453 204 49 296 451 206 51 292 449 210|s010
42 199 460 301 456 201 46 299 454 203 48 297 452 205 50 295 450 209 52 2911|5010
303 458 197 44 305 60 195 442 307 58 193 444 309 56 191 446 207 54 293 448|s5010
198 43 304 457 196 441 306 59 194 443 308 57 192 445 310 55 294 447 208 53 (5010
69 428 71 434 75 426 61 440 423 78 173 328 311 190 325 176 317 180 323 182(s5010
72 431 68 427 66 435 424 77 62 439 312 189 174 327 316 185 324 183 320 179|s010
429 70 433 74 425 76 437 64 79 422 329 172 187 314 175 326 177 318 181 3222|5010
432 73 430 67 436 65 80 421 438 63 188 313 330 171 186 315 184 321 178 319|s010
405 92 407 98 411 90 413 168 81 332 419 170 83 338 161 340 153 344 159 3346|5010
408 95 404 91 402 99 88 333 420 169 82 331 418 163 152 349 160 347 156 343|s010
93 406 97 410 89 412 167 414 335 86 165 416 337 84 339 162 341 154 345 158|5010
96 409 94 403 100 401 334 87 166 415 336 85 164 417 350 151 348 157 342 155|5010
385 102 121 116 383 108 123 378 399 392 353 356 351 150 145 368 133 138 143 366(5010
114 117 384 101 122 379 400 391 124 377 126 373 354 369 360 139 144 367 132 137|s5010
103 386 115 120 107 382 109 398 393 396 355 352 357 146 149 134 361 140 365 142(s010
118 113 388 105 380 111 390 395 376 125 372 127 374 359 370 129 148 363 136 131(s5010
387 104 119 112 389 106 381 110 397 394 375 358 371 128 147 362 135 130 141 364(s010

Fig.1. Semi-magic tour of knight on 20x25 board.

‘Figured tour’ is a rich field for mathematical art on chessboard. Figure 2a is monogram tour (knight moves
delineating letters). Here the consecutive numbers from 1 to 500 are in knight’s path and line joining all the
square numbers 12,2% 3%, ..., 22% namely, 1, 4, 9, ..., 484 delineate letters ‘H’, ‘N’ and ‘Y”, the first letters of
Happy New Year. Figure 2b has square numbers delineating number 25 (which correlates with the year 2025).
Readers may like to compose other letters and numbers related to the New Year 2025
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93 90 87 126 111 128 113 132 139 130 115 134 163 150 117 176 161 152 159 156
88 109 92 95 86 125 140 129 114 133 164 149 116 175 162 151 158 155 178 153
91 94 89 110 127 112 85 124 131 138 135 166 185 118 183 188 177 160 157 180
108 43 106 33 96 45 104 141 136 165 148 119 174 187 198 193 182 179 154 191
29 32 41 44 105 34 97 84 123 142 137 186 167 184 327 332 189 192 181 330
42 107 30 27 40 37 46 103 98 147 120 173 326 199 194 197 328 331 190 437
31 28 3 24 35 26 39 122 83 172 143 200 145 168 333 488 195 438 329 486
6 23 10 38 47 3 99 102 121 146 169 334 325 487 436 359
11 2 7 82 171 1do 144 201 362 360 485 482
22 5 12 48 61 ek 101 288 81 170 2¥5 290 335 483 358 435
13 8 53 62 15 50 17 80 227 224 285 202 363 402 490 481 478
54 21 14 51 18 63 60 65 284 287 226 291 322 399 479 434 357
69 52 19 58 77 66 79 228 223 292 203 286 337 364 432 477 500
20 55 70 67 206 59 222 283 204 317 338 321 398 495 442 475 470 257 356 431
71 68 57 76 221 78 205 316 229 320 293 406 365 404 471 496 255 492 499 258
56 75 220 207 280 315 230 295 282 339 318 397 466 443 494 469 474 497 430 355
219 72 209 298 231 296 281 314 319 294 407 366 405 472 467 462 493 254 259 498
210 233 74 279 208 313 370 379 340 367 396 465 444 463 456 473 468 461 354 429
73 218 299 232 297 376 341 368 371 380 445 408 449 454 459 420 457 422 253 260
234 211 278 217 306 369 312 375 378 395 448 453 464 419 450 455 460 353 428 423
277 240 305 300 303 342 377 372 381 446 409 392 415 452 413 458 421 252 261 352
212 235 302 307 216 311 374 383 394 391 416 447 410 389 418 451 412 265 424 427
241 276 239 304 301 308 343 310 373 382 393 390 417 414 411 388 251 426 351 262
236 213 274 243 238 215 272 245 384 345 270 247 386 347 268 249 264 349 266 425
275 242 237 214 273 244 309 344 271 246 385 346 269 248 387 348 267 250 263 350
43 56 73 60 303 182 75 184 301 180 335 186 299 178 333 188 297 176 329 190
72 59 44 57 74 315 302 181 76 185 300 179 334 187 298 177 332 189 296 175
55 42 71 304 61 318 183 314 381 336 351 376 385 374 353 366 355 328 191 330
308 305 58 45 70 313 316 77 350 321 384 373 352 365 386 357 254 331 174 295
41 54 307 312 317 62 319 382 337 380 377 322 375 372 367 354 327 356 253 192
306 309 52 69 46 311 78 349 320 383 390 379 370 323 364 387 358 255 294 173
53 40 3 310 51 68 63 338 391 378 395 398 447 388 371 368 363 326 193 252
6 13 38 47 50 79 348 449 446 389 396 369 32%-364-256 359 172 293
39 2 5 48 37 67 392 339 394 397 448 399 476 441 290 325 362 251 194
14 7 12 65 124 80 347 450 445 490 473 442 483 257 292 171
11 26 17 3¢ 6 123 340 393 472 443 482 475 440 250 195 258
i8 15 8 25 122 125 346 451 444 491 474 489 480 485 259 170 249
23 10 27 16 35 82 341 492 471 498 481 466 143 488 248 197 260
28 19 24 9-—28e-221 126 345 452 493 468 499 486 479 287 168 247
31 22 29 34 83 128 453 342 497 470 465 142 467 500 224 261 198
20 85 32 99 120 101 344 127 462 141 494 469 464 145 279 246 167
97 30 21 84 33 454 129 456 343 496 463 146 227 430 276 199 262
86 105 98 119 102 149 232 461 140 147 458 495 428 421 285 166 245
107 96 103 150 233 130 455 148 457 460 427 228 431 436 282 263 200
104 87 106 131 118 231 234 139 416 229 432 459 420 405 271 244 165
95 108 151 116 235 138 215 230 433 426 419 412 435 424 274 201 264
88 115 132 137 152 117 236 417 216 415 434 425 410 413 265 164 243
109 94 111 114 91 210 135 214 237 418 411 414 407 220 268 161 202
112 89 92 133 136 153 212 217 208 155 238 219 206 157 159 242 163
93 110 113 90 211 134 209 154 213 218 207 156 239 408 162 203 160
Fig.2. Figured tours (a) delineating letters ‘H’, ‘N’, ‘Y’ and (b) number ‘25°.

The author wishes a very Happy New Year 2025. May it bring health, wealth and happiness to all. Amen.
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Best Problems n. 114 — April 2025

BEST PROBLEMS Anno XXIX-n. 114
Rasseqna dec migliond froblem 2°/2025 - April

diretta da Antonio Garofalo

Col sostegno dell'API (Associazione Problemistica Italiana)

Hanno collaborato a questo numero:
Igor Kochulov, Daniil Yakimovich, Sebastién Luce, Awani Kumar

EDITORIALE

Dear Composers;

In January you found this fantastic news on BP113. Best Problems Magazine changed its
publishing system. I wanted to do this experiment, but unfortunately the great influx of
originals — normally a welcome thing — caused me considerable stress. I am therefore forced
to return to the previous system: you will find the normal BP issue on January 10, April 10
(which for this year have already passed), July 10, October 10, and precisely BP115 in July,
BP116 in October. I am sorry if I have disappointed you, but it is my duty to think about
health. All the problems you sent me and that I have not yet published as of March 31, will
be published as soon as possible on issues 115 and 116. Thank you for your trust and the
many compliments I have received.

In gennaio avete trovato su BP113 una fantastica notizia. Best Problems Magazine cambiava
sistema di pubblicazione. Ho voluto fare questo esperimento, ma sfortunatamente il grande
afflusso di inediti — normalmente una cosa gradita — mi ha provocato un notevole stress.

Sono quindi costretto a tornare al precedente sistema: troverete nei giorni 10 gennaio, 10 aprile
(che sono per questo anno gia passati), 10 luglio, 10 ottobre il normale fascicolo di BP, e
precisamente in luglio BP115, in ottobre BP116. Sono spiacente se vi ho deluso, ma ¢ mio dovere
pensare alla salute. Tutti i problemi che mi avete inviato e che non ho ancora pubblicato al 31
marzo, saranno pubblicati appena possibile sui fascicoli 115 e 116. Grazie per la fiducia e i tanti
complimenti che ho ricevuto.

I concorsi su Best Problems:

* £2/=2,(2025-2026): NN * H#2,5/3-H=2,5/3, (2024-2025):‘NN
* H#n/H=n, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo

* #3/=3, (2024-2025): Antonio Ga‘rofalo * HelpSelfmate 2/3/n (Orthodox and fairy)
® S#2/3-S=2/3 (2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo

* H#2/H=2, (2024-2025): NN * Fairies (2025: NN

E-mail & web site: perseus@bestproblems.it http://www.bestproblems.it

Contents
Award Best Problems 2024, Fairies Section by Igor Kochulov p. 788
Best Problems #2-2024 Award by Daniil Yakimovich p. 790
Ricostruzione n.102/103 by Antonio Garofalo . p. 796
Let's talk about.. by Sébastien Luce . . p. 797
Knight tour on 114 cell board by Awani Kumar p. 799
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Award Best Problems Fairies 2024
by Igor Kochulov

In 2024 not many problems participated in the fairy problem competition of Best Problems
Magazine (problems HS# participate in a separate competition), but the level of tasks is good,
sufficient for a full award.

Here my proposal:

1% Prize 2" Prize 3™ Prize 1° Hon. Mention
5982. M. Dragoun  5988. M. Parrinello, 5855. V. Kotesovec  5901. M. McDowell
Rep. Ceca M. Guida, F. Simoni, Rep. Ceca Gran Bretagna
A. Garofalo - Italia
2 IE IE
% i\ F o
& AL
F ) F ) ) L4
A ] & L ¥
Agl A oo o f ol
L NAAARY | bu| IE
| )| )¢ IE
H=#2 (8+9) C+ H#2 (3+5) C+ sh#17 (1+5) C+ H#2 (4+5) C+
4sol. FF=Leo 2 sol. - Anti-Kings 3 sol. '=Kangaroo 2 sol.
7 ®=Nightrider <{ e{—Bishop-Locust H=Aigle (Eagle) Anti-Kings

=R ook-Locust

o 1* Prize - 5982. Michal Dragoun

1.LEh1 LEf3 2.92d4 LExh1} 1.LEbel LEe5 2.%d3 LExel}

1.215 Wh8 2 LEe4 @d4t 1.214 U6 2. LESS @d3:

White has two pairs of solutions with non-standard material, which are additionally combined by
playing Leo b1 in all phases.

o 2" Prize - 5988. Mario Parrinello, Marco Guida, Antonio Garofalo, Francesco Simoni
1.Efel ©e52. Hxa2 @143 1.Hacl c52.Ex2 Dedt

Alternating the functions of the black rooks- one takes white Locust, and the second helps the
white king get to the square covering the second white piece.

¢ 3" Prize - 5855. Vaclav Kotesovec

1.9b4 2. KAb5 3.KAb6 4.2¢5 5.9d6 6. L7 7.918 8. KAg8 9.KAdS 10.Le7 11.2d7 12.KAa4
13.9¢7 14.KAa5 15.9b7 16.%a6 17.KAa7 Alc6}

1.2d4 2.Ped 3. KAF 4.KAc2 5.2d4 6.2¢3 7.KAcl 8.2d2 9.KAe2 10.KAR 11.Le3 12.KAel
13.94 14.9¢3 15. 992 16. 911 17.KAgl Alf3}

1.9c2 2KAe4 3.9d2 4.9e3 5KAe2 6.KAel 7.9d2 8KAR2 9.KAc2 10.KAb2 11.%¢3
12.KAcl 13.9b4 14.9a3 15.%a2 16.9b1 17.KAal Alb3}

Three 17-way solutions with echo mates
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2" Hon. Mention 3" Hon. Mention Commendation Commendation
5945. P. Tritten 5989. G. Lucchesini 5944. H. Nieuwhart 5948. S. Luce
Francia Italia Olanda Francia
8 48 LAE
F AAAWRA44 A% A
oo & A i
F & A A
oo a A
AV A i F ¥
4 H AAAA AAA oo & AA A
b BEhoWwd B X b

H#2 (4+6) C+

PG 5.0 (16+16) C+

H#3 (2+4) C+

sh=8 (5+7) C+

3 sol. Breton adverse b) Ebl—cl 1 sol.
Take & Make Fuddled men Anticirce Sentinels with adverse
Extinction Pawn

e 1 Hon. Mention - 5901. Michael McDowell

1.%h5 £1h62.@e3 Eg5t 1.Whe Eh52.&d5 Lg51

A complete analogy of two elegant solutions. Pawns seem to be necessary under this
condition. But the game is worth it.

¢ 2" Hon. Mention - 5945. Pierre Tritten

3B4/p7/8/1p6/4k2n/3Np3/p1R5/5K2

1.2d5 Hco 2.&xc6(La6) D5y 1.913 D2 2.Lx2(Phl) Lxhd(L3); 1.915 Lf6
2.&xf6(Lal) el

Cyclic Zilahi.

¢ 3" Hon. Mention - 5989. Giuseppe Lucchesini

1.63d62.De2 £d7 3.¢4 Wes 4.3 L6 5.L.b5 Wd7+

Commendations without ranking:

e Comm. 5944. Hans Nieuwhart

a) 1.&cl Des5 2. £h6+ Dxh6(Pel) 3.c2 Dd3i

b) 1.2d1 Dd6 2.c2 De8 3. £h6+ Lxh6(Lel)i

e Comm. 5948. Sébastien Luce

lel=£ 2.c1=¥ 3. W32 4. Wdg(+d2) 5.cxd2 6.d1=E 7.2d4 8. £b4 cxd8=D=

The author tried to complicate the content by adding to the cute stalemate with Sentinelles mixed
AUW

January 2025, Judge Igor Kochulov

I miei piu sinceri ringraziamenti a Igor Kochulov per il suo qualificato verdetto, il quale diverra
definitivo passati 3 mesi dalla pubblicazione. Eventuali reclami vanno inviati al Redattore:
Antonio Garofalo, E-mail: perseus@bestproblems.it

[My most sincere thanks to Igor Kochulov for his qualified award, which will become definitive 3
months after publication. Possible claims must be sent to the Editor:

Antonio Garofalo, E-mail: perseus@bestproblems.it.]
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Best Problems n. 114 — April 2025
Best Problems #2 - 2024 Award
by Daniil Yakimovich
I am very grateful to the editor Antonio Garofalo, who appointed me to the judge of this
tournament, for this honor. I am also very grateful to the participants who presented their

compositions.

32 problems by 22 authors have participated:

Abad Jos¢ Miguel 5950

Bielefeldt German 5863,5864,5912*,5954,5956*
Cabrera Virginio 5912%*,5956*
Doukhan Gérard 5819,5910

Fica Alexander 5822%

Garzon José Antonio 5867*

Labai Zoltan 5822%*,5906*
Magini Fabio 5824,5865
Maleika Gerhard 5823,5955,5958
Moen Kabe 5951*

Monti Luca 5821
Mosiashvili Givi 5820
Murashyov Pavel 5952,5953
Navon Emanuel 5957*
Pankratiev Alexandre 5908

Pereira Alvaro Faria 5818*
Quaresma Luis 5818%*

Sardella Giuseppe 5825,5862
Svitek Miroslav 5906*,5907
Tarnawiecki Antonio 5909,5951%*,5957*
Uris Miguel+ 5866,5867*

Velasco José Luis

Unfortunately, the following problems were disqualified because of anticipations:

5868,5911,5913

5820 - https://www.yacpdb.org/#5544
5862 - https://www.yacpdb.org/#3938
5863 - https://www.yacpdb.org/#14108
5865 - https://www.yacpdb.org/#618

Here is the ranking: (with * Judge’s comments)

1% Prize: 5952. Pavel Murashév

1.e6? X [2.Exf5] B

1..&e5a2.Bc51 A 1. Wes552.2xb71 Y 1... £xe6 2.Wxe63 1... Wxe5 2. Wxg5t 1... Ef7!
1.2b32 [2.Hc51] A 1. . Dxe5a2. Exf5: B 1... Wxe5 5 2. £xb7; Y 1... Wxc8 2.¢6% X 1...b6!
1.DOxb7! [2.Hc51] A 1. Wxe82.e61 X 1...Exe5a2. Hxf51 B 1... Wxe5b 2. Weo

Comments by Author: Le Grand + pseudo-Erokhin (Dyachuk pseudo-combination); Changed
mates 2x2, Bartolovic.
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* A very non-trivial combination of function and game changing themes. I could not find
anything with the same set of themes in Turevsky's DB, whence this one receives the 1 Prize for
difficulty, originality and a nice construction.

1% Prize 27 _ 3% Prizes 2M _ 37 Prizes 4™ Prize
5952. P. Murashév 5953. P. Murashév 5910. G. Doukhan 5823. G. Maleika

%

SN
\\}

o 7B

0

#2 vv (9+9) C+ #2*vv (10+7) C+ #2 vvv (11+9) =2 vvv (7+5) C+

2" _ 3™ Prizes: 5953. Pavel Murashév

Comments by Author: Dyachuk pseudo-combination (new Erokhin + pseudo-le Grand) The
reverse Dombrovskis paradox, check provocation.

¢ A splendid problem with a new Erokhin schema, something not very easy to come up with.
Also a very rare combination of themes.

2" - 3" Prizes: 5910. Gérard Doukhan

Comments by Author: Combination of first and second white move exchanges, line openings with
the reappearance of the impossible threat and transferred mates. Two black generalized
corrections 1.Qf8-g7?: d6xe5 corrects Rb2xb4, 1.e5xf6? : Rb2xb4 corrects e7xf6 After the key,
all defences open white lines.

* A very original and interesting problem, with many tries, variations and themes. I found pseudo-
Erokhin, 2 defence-refutation, 3 transferred mates, 4 key-mate changes, 2 Tver theme and pseudo
Reversal I double, if I didn't miss anything.

4™ Prize: 5823 Gerhard Maleika

Comments by Author: Zilahi, Boros, Zagorouiko, Reversal.

e While this problem has a non-standard task of stalemate in two, it has a very rich content for
such an economical setting.

Special Prize: 5819 (v.) Gérard Doukhan 5819. G. Doukhan o B
1..f42.%d5; A 1...2xe3 2.3; F Judge’s version: | § A § g &
1.Ed272 [2.¥d5% A] (and not 2. Wxd3+? C Wxd3!) i 3 A%
1... %43 2. Wxd31 C 1... £xc6 2. Wxc6} e
but 1...£xd2! i i a
1.Bx£57 [2.d5% A] (and not 2.£3+? F &xf51) 2 faflied
1...5xf3 2.f3f F transferred; but 1...2xc6! ) i
W

Judge’s version solution: 1.2d2? [2.Wde}] 1...D15 2.Wxf5; 1...2xed4 2.f41 1...Lxc7
2.Wxe7t 1...Yd4 2. Wxd4t but 1...£.d31 1.2b5! [2.¥d43] 1... D15 2. Wxf55 1... Lxed 2.f41
1...2d6 2. Yxd6t 1. Wxb2 2. £xb2% 1...¢5 2. d5% 1...cxb5 2. ¥ d57 (ete...)
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1.2 ¢3? [2.£31 F] (and not 2. ¥xd3+? C Wxd3!)

1.. %43 2.%xd3; C but1... E 4!

1.2p4! [2.2¥d31 C] (and not 2. Wxd5+? A £xd5!)

1...2d52.%Wxd51 A transferred

1...2xe3 2831 F1...Wxc2 2. £xc2% 1...c4, cxb4 2. W d44

Comment by Author: Complete Cyclic Sushkov with a new and homogeneous scheme (all white
moves open line to black pieces !): this involves a cycle of threats dual avoidance linked with a
cyclic Pseudo-Le Srand AF-FC-CA. In addition, Sushkov theme after the moves 1.Ed2? &
1.22b4? with a Pseudo-Le Grand AC-CA (surely the first realisation of the combination Sushkov
- Cyclic Sushkov). Another Pseudo Le Grand FC-CF, and 2 transferred mates.

* This problem would have won a regular prize, but, unfortunately, wRg5 and wBh6 are not used
in the solution anyhow.

Special Prize 1° Hon. Mention 2" Hon. Mention 3" Hon. Mention
5819. G. Doukhan 5906. Z. Labai 5951. A. Tarnawiecki 5818. A. Pereira
& M. Svitek & K. Moen & L. Quaresma

ART7

3 //% , /,,,,,,//, /W/%

e /,/a/ TU )
gow W v W/ﬁ/ L "

#2*vyv (13+12) C+ #2v (8+14) C+ #2vv (9+7) C+ #2 vvv (8+8) C+

1° Hon. Mention: 5906 Zoltan Labai and Miroslav Svitek

Comments by Authors: Pergialis theme Cycle of pairs of defensive motifs AB - BC - CA Spiral of
pairs of defensive motifs AB - BC - CD (AB - BC - CE ) A - direct guard of the threat square B -
capturing of the threat unit C - indirect guarding by line-opening D - indirect guarding by
unpinning E - creating flight by line interference.

e An impressive problem of Slovak school with extra Theme ‘“Pergialis” (The wQ pins a piece,
which is the only pinned black piece, and the threat is a pin-mate from another white piece. In the
variations the wQ delivers at least four mates from different directions to the immobile bK, the
one mate being by capturing the pinned piece).

2"! Hon. Mention: 5951 Antonio Tarnawiecki and Kabe Moen
Comments by Authors: Hannelius with sacrifical zugzwang key and Somov mates.
* An interesting rendering of Hannelius, also with one changed mate.

3™ Hon. Mention : 5818 Alvaro Faria Pereira and Luis Quaresma

Comment by Authors: White Grimshaw, Sushkov, Pseudo Le Grand and transferred mates;
Theme F refutation (1.Bc3? Sd7!).

e A rare implementation of Sushkov based on White Grimshaw with other themes.
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4™ Hon. Mention 5" Hon. Mention 6™ Hon. Mention 7" Hon. Mention
5957. A. Tarnawiecki 5867. J.A. Garzon 5958. G. Maleika 5913. J.L. Velasco

#£2% (13+11) C+ #£2 v (12+11) C+ #£2% v (13+13) C+ #2 vvvv (14+11) C+

4™ Hon. Mention: 5957 Antonio Tarnawiecki and Emanuel Navon
Comments by Authors: Two changed mates on a BABY theme setting.
1...Bf7a2.8xe5; A

1...2xg4b 2. Wxe5 B

1.Dxe5! [2.9131]

1..Ef7a2.Hc41 C

1...2xg4b2.Bxd5t D

1...&xe5 2. 9h8;

6" Hon. Mention: 5958 Gerhard Maleika

1...d5 2. %¥xe6} 1...9d42.Dxd4} 1.¥a4? [2.Wedi] ma 1...dS!
1. 98! [2.¥xe6t 2.0d4%]

1...Hxc8 AB 2.Dxe7}

1...2xf2 BC 2.g4%

1..Hg6 CD2.2g4}

1...bxc2 DA 2. %xc2}

Comments by Author: Zyklus der Effekte, mit denen die Drohungen verhindert werden
A ein schwarzer Stein schlédgt einen Drohstein

B ein schwarzer Stein gewinnt Zugang zu einem Feld durch Entfesselung
C ein schwarzer Stein gewinnt Zugang zu einem Feld durch seinen Zug

D ein schwarzer Stein gewinnt Zugang zu einem Feld durch Liniendffnung
[ Ciclo degli effetti con cui le minacce sono prevenute.

I matti minacciati sono impediti per:

A - cattura B - schiodatura C - controllo diretto D - apertura di linea |

e An interesting problem of Slovak school.

7™ Hon. Mention: 5913 José Luis Velasco

1.Dxd7? [2.Hd4$] 1...Dc2 2.fxgaf 1... 216 2.fxg6F 1... Ed3 2.bxc4f ma 1...Exh8! a

1.2xg6? [2.Hd41] 1...Dc2 2.fxgdt 1...Hd3 2.bxc4f 1...Hxh8 2.exd7{ ma 1... 6! b

1.Dxc4? [2.Hd41] 1...Dc2 2.fxgdt 1... D16 2.fxg61 1... Exc4 2.bxcdf 1... Exh8 2.exd7f ma 1...Hd3! ¢
1.2Dxg4? [2.Hd41] 1...0F6 2.fxg61 1...Hd3 2.bxcaf 1...Exh8 2.exd7f ma 1...Dc2! d

1.9d3! [2.2d41] 1... Hxh8 a 2.exd7% 1... D16 b 2.fxg61 1... Exd3 ¢ 2.bxeat 1...Dc2 d 2.fxgat

e Four White combinations.
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Commendation ex aequo:

Commendation Commendation Commendation Commendation
5824. F. Magini 5825. G. Sardella 5866. M. Uris 5911. J.L. Velasco
%//// 7 | pak Zaz .@%/ O
A 1] % ; , % %%/
/// %
%
%}%% o % 23 3 e, 'z
#2vv (1249) C+ #2% (10+12) C+ #2 v... (10+14) C+ #2 (11+10) C+
5824 Fabio Magini

1.2de5? [2.Hc4i]

1. %xc7a2. Bxd51 A 1.. Wc6b2.Dxc61 B 1...Exc3 ¢ 2.bxc31 C ma l...Wb5!
1.Yg57 [2.Wes51] 1. Wxc7 22 Wxd5: D mal... Exc3!

1.9¢5! [2.De61]

1. %c6b2.2b31E 1...Bxc3c2.xed: F 1.. Wb6 d2.Exd5; A

1...Dgf4 2.dxe3} 1...Dhf4 2. Y61 1. Dg7 2. W63 1... £xc5 2. £xc5% 1...We8 2.20b3%
e Three changed and one pseudo-transferred mates.

5825 Giuseppe Sardella

1..83 2.Dxg3% 1...£32.gxf3

1.%e7t 2. Wb74] 1...£d4 2. 2453 1...exf5 2.2 6%

¢ An original rendering of Hirlap theme (change of half-pin).

5866 Miguel Uris

1.%h52 [2.2xe5#] 1...He6,a1...Zd4,b1...2d4 ¢

1. %e6+? ma 1... Exe6! a

1159 [2.Wxe53]1... 2d4 2. Wxedi 1... He6 2. Wxe6t ma1...Hdd! b
1.642 [2.Exe51] 1... Hd42.Dc351 1. Be6 2. Wxe6f ma 1... £d4! ¢
1.£b2! [2.Exe51]

1. He6a2.Wxe61 1..Hd4b2.Dc31 1... £d4 c 2. Wxeds

Kharkov 1 — Separation of refutations — Defences on same square
e An interesting problem, but it feels rather like 3 white combinations.

5911 José Luis Velasco

1.%e1! [2.8)¢5%]

1...0xd4 2. Wxg31 1... £xd4 2. We51 1... Exd4 2.2d5%
1..Hc32.Hedt 1. HExc2 2. Hedt 1. Hc4 2. Hedy

¢ A nice problem with triple Schiffmann.
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Commendation Commendation Commendation
5912. G. Bielefeldt 5950. J.M. Abad 5955. G. Maleika
& V. Cabrera Gonzalez

7 /x/x/@
N
m@

#2 (8+6) C+ #£2% vy (6+8) C+ #2 vvv (11+10) C+

5912 German Bielefeldt and Virginio Cabrera

1.2e6! [2.DcT71]

1...2xe62.Wedt 1... Hcl 2.964% 1...Dxe6 2. Wxf7%

1...fxe6 2. Wxd7% 1...dxe6 2. 2 d8

o A classical problem with a very good key — giving a flight square and an active sacrifice.

5950 José Miguel Abad Gonzalez

1..el1=% 2 %p24 B 1...c1=D a2.%Wd1} A

1.2d4? 2.9631] 1...e1=¥ 2. ¥p2t ma 1...e1=D1 a
1.Yg12 2. £xe33] 1...e1=2 a 2. Yxe31 ma 1...e1=Y)
128! [2.2xb41] 1...e1=W 2. Wp21 1...e1=2 2. Wd1

¢ An interesting Ropke with thematic refutations and a changed mate.

5955 Gerhard Maleika

1.9e6? A [2.Exd41]1...Dxe6a2.Hd71 1...Eh4 b 2. ¥xf3i ma 1...Db3! ¢

1.Ehh4? B [2.Exd41] 1... Exhd b 2. ¥xf35 1... b3 ¢ 2.2xb31 ma 1...De6! a

1.9b3? D [2.Exd41] 1...Dxb3 ¢ 2.£xb31 1...2e6 22.Ed7i ma1...Eh4! b

Le6! [2.Hxd43] 1...De6 22.Hd7; 1...Hhd b 2. Wxf3} 1...9b3 ¢ 2. 2.xb3}

Comments by Author: Zyklus von Erstzug und Widerlegung [Cycle between defenses and refutations]
Ciclo fra difese inefficaci e refutazioni, il tutto collegate con le case dei tentativi.

¢ Unfortunately, the thematic mates are all set, which makes the problem's content be more like
three White combinations.

I wish all the participants and the editor further successes in Chess Composition!

Judge: Daniil Yakimovich, March 5™ 2025, USA, Maryland, Greenbelt

I miei piu sinceri ringraziamenti a Daniil Yakimovich per il suo qualificato verdetto, il quale diverra definitivo
passati 3 mesi dalla pubblicazione. Eventuali reclami vanno inviati al Redattore:

Antonio Garofalo, E-mail: perseus@bestproblems.it

[My most sincere thanks to Daniil Yakimovich for his qualified award, which will become definitive 3 months
after publication. Possible claims must be sent to the Editor:

Antonio Garofalo, E-mail: perseus@bestproblems.it.]
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Ricostruzione
W " €«Miguel Uris - (Ricostruzione 102, BP113 gennaio 2025)
b AE A & Associazione Scacchistica Italiana Giocatori per Corrispondenza 2017
A 1q3r2/bpR1PIN1/2P5/N1BnkpK1/r1p5/2PpP3/5R2/2Q4B
#2 (12+10) C+
% %ﬂ@‘% 1.2d7! [2.Exd51]
AAA 1...Dx%c3 2.Yxc31 1... Dxe3 2.Wxe3: 1... Db4 2. Dxcdi
ol 1...Df4 2.exfd} 1...Db6 2.2.d41 1... D6, 2 d8 2. Exf5%
W 8 1...0c7,¥d6,%d8 2. £.(x)d63 1...Dxe7 2. Exe7
1...bxc6 2.9xc63 - Rosa completa di 4 nero.
José Antonio German Bielefeld  Hans Nieuwhart Valeriu Giurgean
Coello Alonso Predrag Zuvic
W ) ¢ Wy E W ) ¢ Wy E
.&A% A & ﬁ.l% A & .&A% A & ﬁ.lg A
H LAvRd H LAadliA H LAvwiRd H LadlA
E i ¥E 4 g E i ¥E 4 g
Y Wi AAASD LY Yi AAASD
W W A W He
HE & w

Per la ricostruzione 102 ho scelto questo lavoro di Miguel in memoriam per la sua triste dipartita
precoce. Mostra un classico di altri tempi, la rosa completa di un cavallo nero.

Hanno inviato la soluzione JACA, GB, HN, PZ ¢ VG, in ordine cronologico di ricezione. Tutti
perfetti, con disposizione diversa di alcuni pezzi (£c6 = £g2 per esempio), ma tutti necessari. I
pezzi sono 12+10, salvo la proposta di GB che ¢ 13+10, se non erro German ¢ la prima volta che

partecipa (welcome).

Ricostruzione n. 103 - Ricostruire un problema #2 che abbia la seguente soluzione:

1.2 Tempo, ma 1...Df5!
1.2b47? [2.%xc41] A mal...Hxb4l a
1.9b42 [2.Dxc35] B mal...2xb4! b

1. %441 Tempo

1. B2 %Wxcat A 1... Hb4! a2 Dxe3i
1...2~2.0x%c31 B 1...2b4! b 2. Wxcdi
1.9~ 2. Wgat 1. .exd4, ed 2.0f4F

Inviare (send to): perseus@bestproblems.it
(last available day for to send: 10/06/2025)

&
-1

W =
AR 1

A. Garofalo
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Let’s talk about...

Sébastien LUCE

LOVE is multiform. For a fairy composer like me, Grasshopper is one of my favourite piece. We see in the
four following problems a white one versus a group of black ones, moving on a little space.

L) 0) V) E)

Sébastien LUCE, 2025 Sébastien LUCE 2025  Sébastien LUCE, 2025 Sébastien LUCE, 2025
Y % 0 A | m%

s f‘ 2% / 2143 3 % é P »o) %// n ;% _

fRw 7| | ow R ERE

H#6 (1+5) C+ H#6 (1+7) C+ H#5 (1+6) C+ Hz6 (1+5) C+

b) translation el->e2) /i M=Grasshopper /M M=Grasshopper Circe turncoat

PWC /i M=Grasshopper

M M=Grasshopper

Love can take many forms. In the following, we see « a really white wedding »

€ Sébastien LUCE

Dedicated to the eight wives of Eddy Barclay, 2025
White : Ke8 Qa5a4b4b3d3a2d1fl Pf5h5edgdf3e2
Black : Kc8

7y

7

ser-auto=25 (15+1) C+

ABC for white

1.9d22. %31 3918 4. Wa75.Yn7 6. W8 7.8 8. Wb3 9. %17 10.%he 11.¥d6 12. g6
13.63 14.e5 15.e4 16.¢6 17.¢5 18.7 19.¢6 20. Wal 21. W g7 22.4 23.f6 24.5 25.g5-auto=

Eddy Barclay was a french music producer, famous for his many marriages. He was also
famous for the parties he organised where everybody should be dressed in white.
Two white Bristols (Qb3-f7 and Qal-g7) during the party.

€Sébastien LUCE

Dedicated to the 24" husband of Linda Wolfe, 2025

White: Pfof5t4

Black: Ka7b7c7a6b6d6a5c5b4c4d4a3b3c3d3a2b2c2d2alblcldlhl

The following problem needs some explanations:

Linda Wolfe is american, "recordwoman" for the number of marriages. She had 23 to her
credit in 2009 when she was 68 years old. Her longer marriage

the first, lasted seven years, the shorter 36h (!). Among its conquests she counts a convict, a
pastor, some plombers, or some musicians. Two of her husbands have been proven to be
gays. Her last union with Glynn Wolf was only a publicity stunt, this one was the man the
most married of the world with 29 wifes to his credit. Linda is looking for number 24.
(tested with some immobile Kings)

ser-h=9 (3+24) PWC
1.9g2 2. 213 3. L xf4(f3) 4. Lxf5(4) 5. L fe6 6.Lxf6(c6) 7. L fe7
8. Lexeb(e7) 9.Leds e8=1=
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Solutions of the LOVE problems:

L:

Board 5x5

White : #a3

Black : ©c1 Mada2albl

a)

1.&c2 Ma5 2.Md2 Mel 3.2b3 Mxal(fel) 4.Lb4 a5 5. Lxa5(Mbd) Mxel (fMb4) 6./b5 ey

b)

1./al Mxal(Mad) 2./Ma3 Mxa3(Mal) 3.2d2 Mcl 4.Mdl Mel 5.Lxel(Md2) Mxa2(Md2) 6./Me2 Ma5t
In this first L, thanks to the PWC condition, echo 180° in the corners a5/d1 where three black Grasshoppers
are used to self-block, the last one allowing the ultimate checkmate.

O:

Board 4x4

White : Gb1

Black : K¢1 Gb4¢4a3d3a2d2

1.9b2 b3 2.Mc3 bl 3.Mcc2 Mb3 4.Lal Mdl 5.Bb2 Mds 6.Mdbl Madt

Switchback b3-bl and four corners theme: d1, d4, a4 by white Grasshopper which mates black King on al.

V:

Board 8x4

White : Gb4

Black : Kh4 G¢3g3d2f2é1

1./ g2 d2 2./ c2 Mh2 3./ g4 Mb2 4.M0h3 Md2 5./me2 Ff2]

Linear rundlauf by white Grasshopper from d2 to d2. Black Grasshopper el don't move during the solution,
but avoids at the end the escape of the Grasshopper g3.

E:

Board 5x5

White : Gd3

Black : K¢2 GdS¢4¢3d1

1./ d4 Mxd5(M £.d1) 2.9d2 Mb3 3. Le3 Mas 4.Mc2 Mxc2(M Lcl) 5. Led Mxc3(M Lel) 6.Ld5 Mcdf
This last letter of LOVE shows a more unusual condition of the Circe family. Here is the definition : when a
piece is captured, it must be replaced on its Circe square if it is empty, then it changes its colour. If the
rebirth square is occupied, the captured piece vanishes. Here white Grasshopper is alone at the beginning.
There are four at the end, the remaining black Grasshopper used to self-block.
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Knight tour on 114 cell board
by Awani Kumar, Lucknow, India

Best Problems has come out with its 114" issue and let’s celebrate and commemorate this glorious
achievement with interesting knight tours on 6x19 (=114) cell board. Figure 1 and Figure 2 are semi-magic
tours. Sum of move numbers in each column is 345. Sum of rows is from 1090 to 1095. The two figures are
almost identical — only move numbers 11 and 12 interchange places with 103 and 104 respectively. Such
‘twin tours’ are very rare. These two tours are open and readers are urged to look for the more challenging
closed (or reentrant) tours.

5 10 113 14 97 8 89 86 91 94 43 32 41 70 45 68 39 66 79 |1090
112 13 6 9 114 15 96 93 88 85 58 71 44 33 40 47 80 49 38 |1091
11 4 103 16 7 98 87 90 95 92 31 42 59 46 69 34 67 78 65 (1094
104 111 12 99 108 17 26 29 24 21 84 57 72 53 62 81 48 37 50 |1095
3 102 109106 1 100 19 22 27 30 73 60 55 82 75 52 35 64 77 |1092
110 105 2 101 18 107 28 25 20 23 56 83 74 61 54 63 76 51 36 |1093
345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345

1

5 10 113 14 97 8 89 8 91 94 43 32 41 70 45 68 39 66 79 |1090
112 13 6 9 114 15 96 93 88 85 58 71 44 33 40 47 80 49 38 1091
103 4 11 16 7 98 87 90 95 92 31 42 59 46 69 34 67 78 65 |1094
12 111 104 99 108 17 26 29 24 21 84 57 72 53 62 81 48 37 50 |1095

3 102 109106 1 100 19 22 27 30 73 60 55 82 75 52 35 64 77 |1092
110 105 2 101 18 107 28 25 20 23 56 83 74 61 54 63 76 51 36 (1093
345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345 345
2.

Figure 3 to Figure 7 is 'figured tour' of knight on 6x19 board. Figured tour is mathematical art over board.
Figure 3 to Figure 5 has the square numbers 12,2% 3%, ...,10%, namely 1, 4, 9, ..., 100 along the knight path,
zebra {2, 3} path and corsair {2, 5} path respectively. The paths are symmetrical having an aesthetic appeal.
Figure 6 and Figure 7 has the square numbers delineating the numerals ‘1’ and ‘4’ respectively which

correlate with the issue number 114. Readers may like to compose more figured tours.

7 2 29 10 89 54 33 26 87 52 105 50 85 48 69 102 83 80 45
30 11 8 3 32 27 88 53 106 35 8 75 70 103 84 63 46 101 82

6 31 28 90 55 34 74 51 10 76 47 68 44 79
2 154113 110 231691 5 10736 71 40 976477 62 67100
5 114 21 14 17 112 109 24 93 58 73 38 85 60 41 98 65 78 43
20 13 18 111 22 15 92 57 108 37 94 59 72 35 96 61 42 99 66

3.
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3 6 41 56 17 58 39 54 37 60 71 74 65 62 77 96 101 106 103
42 72 107 104 97 100
5 35 6 99 102105

20 68

12 21 10 31 14 23 26 33 46 51 48

74 71
30 82 75 /72\103 80
11 0 73

114 63 110 66 101 78 \69

800

6 19 111 86 113 77 84 67 100
5 3 12 7 12 19 22 39 14
8 20 29 20 41 8 13 18 23
17 13 114 11 15 38
26 30 21 44 24 17
37 113 14 5 37 26
48 22 31 2 68 35
35 51 112 63 27 50
66 32 23 66 34 69
39 63 52 47 51 28
80 110 45 32 70 101
69 53 62 61 29 52
78 101 68 99 44 109 98 31 80 87 102 71
41 70 83 102 61 54 83 60 73 30 53 88
84 77 98 43 108 103 106 87 84 79 86 103
97 42 71 104 55 60 59 78 105 74 89 54
76 85 96 107 72 105 96 107 58 85 104 75
95 90 93 86 59 56 113 110 77 92 55 90
92 75 88 57 106 73 108 95 112 57 76 93
89 94 91 74 87 58 111 114 109 94 91 56

7.
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diretta da Antonio Garofalo

Col sostegno dell'API (Associazione Problemistica Italiana)

Hanno collaborato a questo numero:
Roberto Cassano, Mr. Veneziano, Awani Kumar

EDITORIALE

Welcome to Igor Kochulov for his first publication on Best Problems Magazine.

L @
4 A4
F ) A
F )
A A&
F ) A A
2440 A
a &

€ Daniele Gatti - 2" Prize Janos Csak-75 JT (CSMP-2024)
B1k5/p1Pp4/p2P4/5p2/3P1Pp1/3p2Pp/1BpP3P/n1K5
S#9 (10+10)

1.2h1a52.2a82a43.2h1 a34.£¢3a25.2b2 a6 6.2a8 a5 7. 211

a4 8.2a8 a3 9.2.¢3 Db3}

Comments by Author: "All other variations are only permutations (let
alone for shorter mates). Whenever Black plays ... a3, White must
play £c3 (pawn a3 controls b2 and still allows &b3#). When a3
pawn is pushed to a2, White must play £b2 to selfblock again that
square. Other pawn moves are answered by continuous switchbacks
from a8-hl, until Black runs out of moves. Thematic content:

Switchbacks (the longest possible and the shortest possible)."

I concorsi su Best Problems:

« #2/=2, (2025/2026): NN

* H#2,5/3-H=2,5/3, (2024-2025): NN

* #£3/=3, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo * H#n/H=n, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo
* S#2/3-S=2/3 (2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo * HelpSelfmate 2/3/n (Orthodox and fairy)

« H#2/H=2, (2024-2025): NN

2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo
* Fairies (2025): NN

E-mail & web site: perseus@bestproblems.it http://www.bestproblems.it

Inediti (Originals)

Note agli inediti (Fairy elements).

Soluzioni BP115 (Solutions BP115) e e e e e
Obituary: "All'amico Vito", by A. Garofalo & R. Cassano .
Babson Task in the field of studies, by A. Garofalo .
NUTS (49), by Mr. Veneziano . e e
Ricostruzione n.103/104, by A. Garofalo .

Congratulations GM Gukesh, by Awani Kumar .
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5990. V. Cabrera

Best Problems n. 115 — July 2025

Inediti (Originals)

5991. L. Makaronez

5992. A. Tarnawiecki

5993. A. Tarnawiecki

& G. Bielefeldt Isracle Peru & S. B. Dowd
Cuba/Cile Pert/USA
& &l la Ko £
Wy " ANl a E L4 a4
Ads 4| |Adid A X F F & i
4 4 A @& 4 F ) A
AL @AAN i e A4
4 A A& 8 ARNAA & &
& F A A A
YA X A W Ne g &
#2 (10+9) C+ # v (8+11) C+ #3 (12+13) C+ H#2 (5+4) C+
b) X d6-f6
5994. V. Koci 5995. N. Zujev 5996. E. Zimmer 5997. E. Zimmer
Rep. Ceca Lituania Polonia Polonia
& a
F & B
A 4 G |AAARD ¢ 8
Adeé g ) F ¥ é A i
L ¥ A A H A
F F
Ag
A )\
H#2 (4+9) C+ H#2 (4+4) C+ H#£2 (5+7) C+ H#2* (4+3) C+
b) £g1 ¢) Hg1 2 sol. b) ®a5—hd4, 2sol. 2 sol.
5998. N. Zujev 5999. V. Cabrera 6000. E. Zimmer 6001. E. Zimmer
Lituania Cuba Polonia Polonia
£ )¢ 2
de & -
-3 2 & = &
£ )¢ @ F Y] F
=" F 2\ & F
F
& A A
a ¢

H#2 (3+3) C+
b) €h7—>f4

#2, n. 5990 (Judge 2025: NN
H#2, H=2, n. 5993-5998 (Judge 2024-2025: NN

H#2,5 (4+2) C+
2 sol.

H#3 (4+6) C+
2 sol.

H#3 (3+5) C+
2 sol.

#3, n. 5991-5992 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).

H#2,5/H#3, H=2,5/H=3, n. 5999-6002 (Judge 2024-2025: NN).
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6002. G. Bielefeldt 6003. S. Luce 6004. L. Echemendia 6005. S. Luce
& V. Cabrera Francia Cuba Francia
Cile/Cuba
W Hn & 4
do

o &

i 2\ 2 &

E X
AE|l Ade XK a <&
& 5 &
£ &

H#3 (3+3) C+
2 sol.

H=3,5 (3+4) C+
1 sol. [*]

H#4 (2+5) C+
2 sol.

H#6 (2+6) C+
1 sol.

6006. S. Luce 6007. M. T. Galma 6008. M. T. Galma 6009. M. T. Galma
Francia Ucraina Ucraina Ucraina
a8 X m
AhD
F A i i
A 4 &
F F 1A
sof oo A A b F
A E |A & & A A
oo & X Im-}
H=7 (2+8) C+ hs#6 (3+2) C+ hs#3,5 (5+8) C+ hs#5 (3+8) C+
1 sol. 1 sol. 2 sol. @5=Grasshoppers
6010. A. Armeni 6011. A. Armeni 6012. 1. Kochulov 6013. S. Luce
Italia Italia Russia Francia
i i A i ET 4 o
asAh F
A A A A
do i oo wH A )
A A F A -1
i 2 A
A KA A af ol 5] L A i
£ & Hel d b B

hs#5 (5+9) C+
1 sol.

hs#4,5 (8+7) C+
1sol. - Einstein

hs#3* (6+10) C+
1 sol. with setplay
F=Lion, <l 9l=Bishop-Lion
#=Rook-Lion

hs#3,5 (4+4) C+
2 sol.
=L ocust

H#n, n. 6003-6006 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).
hs#2/3/n, n. 6007-6013 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).
[*] 6003 was already published in the listing of originals 2025 as Hn031 (March 2025)
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6014. M. T. Galma 6014. M. T. Galma 6015. M. T. Galma 6016. S. Luce
Ucraina Ucraina Ucraina Francia
m a m 28 g
i & i Fig
A o
& E 2
A
9
m A i
s M 2
sh#6 (3+7) C+ sh#6 (3+7) C+ sh#10 (2+6) C+ H#2 (3+5+1) C+
6014 - twin a) 6014 - twin b) 1 sol. 2 sol.
W=pao, “=Vao W=py0 Circe
/i M=Grasshoppers /i M=Grasshoppers
Schedej twins [twin b) = after solution of twin a)]
6017. S. Luce 6018. N. Zujev 6019. L. Kekely 6020. L. Kekely
Francia Lituania Slovacchia Slovacchia
X & 2
i i
WO i oo
& 4 A B
L X} i 2
i
A &
& e 4
H#4 (2+3) C+ H#4 (2+2) C+ phser=11 (2+8) sh=11 (3+4) C+
b) Aes, Aed, 2s0l. 2 sol. C+ from Author Checkless chess
Equipollent Circe Circe
6021. L. Kekely 6022. L. Kekely 6023. L. Kekely
Slovacchia Slovacchia Slovacchia
&) X1 oo
A
DA A &
A A L] X i
B A a4 A
i A a
& F S ¢
£

15 black moves & S#1
(5+5) C+ from Author
Checkless chess

phser-S#13 (2+8)
C+ from Author

Fairies n. 6014-6023 (Judge 2025: (NN).

24 White moves &
Black check +1 (3+7)
C+ from Author
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Note agli inediti (Fairy elements)

sh = aiutomatto a serie (Serie helpmate/helpstalemate).
hs = helpselfmate.

sd = diretti a serie (Serie direct)

ss = serie selfmate

Diagram 6019: phser = S=11 and "black plays only if checked or to reach the goal"
Diagram 6021: 15 black serie-moves, then selfmate in 1 move.

Diagram 6022: phser = S#13 and "black plays only if checked or to reach the goal”
Diagram 6023: 24 white serie-moves, then Black check in 1 move.

o Checkless Chess: Neither side is allowed to check until on the mating move. [Sans échec: Un
échec qui n'est pas un mat est illégal. [Uno scacco che non sia matto ¢ illegale.]

e Circe: When captured, a piece (other than King) is reborn on its game-array square. Rook,
Bishop and Knight are reborn on the square that is the same color as the square of the capture,
Pawns on the file of the capture. If the game-array square is occupied, the captured piece
disappears, as in a normal capture. Castling is permitted with a rebom Rook. Fairy pieces are
regarded as being the result of promotion and so are reborn ori the promotion-square ori the file of
the capture.

e Equipollent Circe: When a capture is made, the cactured unit (except a King) is immediately
reborn equipollent (same distance, same direction) to the capturing move. Example: Eh1x4Ah3,
then @ is reborn on h5. If the equipollent square is not empty, the captured unit vanishes. [Circé
équipollent:Lorsqu'une piéce est capturée (Roi excepté, sauf indication contraire), elle doit
effectuer le méme mouvement que la piéce capturante a partir de la case ou elle se trouvait avant
la capture. Si elle arrive sur une case occupée ou en dehors de l'échiquier, la piéce capturée
disparait.]

e Pao: the Chinese Rook, which moves like a normal Rook but captures like a Rook-Lion.

® Vao: The Chinese Bishop, which moves like a normal Bishop but captures like a Bishop-Lion.

o Grasshopper: moves along Queen-lines over another unit of either colour to the square immediately
beyond that unit. A capture may be made on arrival, but the hurdle is not affected.

Soluzioni Inediti
Fascicolo n. 115
Commenti degli autori e del redattore.

5990 - Virginio Cabrera & German Bielefeldt
8/Q5R1/3ppB1p/2p2p2/2pP1kPP/3p1P1p/5K2/2NN4
1.9e3! Tempo

1..d22.9e24 1...h2 2. Dg2%

1...c32.9xd3} 1...d5 2. &¢5%

1...¢52.9d5% 1...h5 2.2 g5%

1...cxd4 2.Wxd4} 1...fxga 2. Exgdt
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5991 - Leonid Makaronez
3K3b/2N1B2n/ppp2P2/2p1k3/5pp1/3B4/3p2P1/r2N2Q1

1.g37 [2.gxf4+ ©xf4 3. We31]

1...Bxdl 2.9 [3.Wxf4} 3.gxf41] £3 3. We3t 2...xg3 3.We3i ma 1... Ead!
1Y) 2. We2+ &d4 3.Wedq)

1...9g5 2. Wxfa+ Lxf4 3. L4631

... Dxf6 2. 2.d6+ Lxd6 3. Wxf4i

1...Bxdl 2.3 [3.Wxfa] 3.gxf41] 13 3. We31 2. .fxg3 3. We3t

5992 - Antonio Tarnawiecki
n1RB4/r5bn/r2p2p1/p2p2P1/4k1pP/2PpNpP1/3P4/2NBR2K

1.£b3! [2.2xd5+ De5 3. Dxd31]

1...9106 2.Dc2+ ©15 3.0d47

.6 2. Dca+ 5 3.0xd6F

. De72.9xd5+ D5 3. D67

o 2xe3 2. Dxgd+ ©f5 3.Dh61 2...Ld4 3.dxc3]

... ©e52.2xd5 [3.Dxd31]

Tre matti per interferenza. Un matto per abbandono di guardia.

Batteria di Siers, matti cambiati.

5993 - Antonio Tarnawiecki & Steven B. Dowd
3B4/3bN3/1b1rk3/8/8/2K 1N3/5P2/8

a) 1.9e5132. 26 D61 b) 1.29d6 Lb4 2. He6 Dedt

5994 - Vladimir Koci

8/2p2K2/2P3p1/2ppkb2/7r/3p4/6Pb/6N1

a) 1.Hed ©e72. 214 D37

b) 1.Hd4 g4 2. L4 Lxh2%

¢) 1.2d6 Hel 2. 2e6+ Hxe6

Forsberg twins

5995 - Nikolaj Zujev

8/8/7K/N2pN3/3kp3/8/3Bp3/8

lel=E 2b42.He3 Dac6t 1.e1=2 2142. 23 Db3

Thematic content: ® AntiZielElement (W1, flight-unguard) X 2 ¢ Brochettes theme
5996 - Eligiusz Zimmer

1K6/1R6/pppN4/k1p5/5PP1/4p3/8/116

a) 1.Eb4 Db52.axb5 Ha7: 1.2b5 Exb6 2.Lxb6 Dedi

b) 1.Hgl De4 2. Hxgs HEn7: 1.HEh1 Hg72.Hh3 D51

Zilahi, Kniest

5997 - Eligiusz Zimmer

4n3/8/4k 1BK/4p3/3R2P1/8/8/8

1...Bd72.216 2151 1.9e7 £d82.918 Hxe8} 1.e4 Hxed+ 2. 216 g5¢
5998 - Nikolaj Zujev

2B5/4pk1K/4b3/4B3/8/8/8/8

a) 1.918 247 2. 217 £g71 b) 1.2d7 226 2.%e6 Lc41 Ideal mates
5999 - Virginio Cabrera

8/8/5N2/1r3k2/1R6/8/3K2P1/8

1...Bh42.He5 D4 3.De4 De3f 1...Eb32.Dg5 Hg3+3.9h4 Hgdt Indien

1
1
1
1
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6000 - Eligiusz Zimmer

8/8/4B3/pk6/p3N2K/p7/P7/m1b5

1.2c2 £b3 2.2b4 Lxad+ 3. Dxad Dc3t 1.2d2 De52.£b4 Dxad 3. Lxad £.d7%
Zilahi, Kniest

6001 - Eligiusz Zimmer

1R3B2/1b6/1Kp2k2/5p2/3p4/8/8/8

1.9e5 Ed82.2c8 HExd43.L206 Lg71 1.917 Exb7+2.De8 Lxc6 3.2d8 Eb8}

6002 - German Bielefeldt & Virginio Cabrera

8/8/kp6/1p2N3/8/8/2K5/1B6

1.9a5 b2 2.9b4 De6+3.Lad Lc21 1.b4 b3 2.Eb5 243+ 3.La5 De6

6003 - Sébastien Luce

QIN1K2n/2k5/8/8/8/6nr/8/8

1...%al 2.9h1 ¥xh8 3.Ha3 Wxh1 4.2 a8 Wxas=

Comments by Author:

Aristocratic miniature. Butterfly rundlauf (a8-al-h8-h1-a8) and four corners by white Queen.
Final bicolor Turton.

6004 - Luis Echemendia

8/8/8/8/8/ppk1r3/2N1b3/2K5

1.2f1 ©b1 2.2d2 b4 3.Lel Lcl 4. He2 Nd33

1.243 £d12.9b2 Dd4 3. Lal Dcl 4.a2 Dxb3i

Comments:

¢ Interferencia anticipatoria (negro-negro)

* AntiZielElement (W1, desproteccion de vuelo) x 2

* Reemplazo de pieza de bloqueo (bB-bR)

* Autobloqueo a distancia

* De multiples maneras (sem. K, 2)

¢ Interferencia mutua (bR/bB)

» Switchback (wK, sin captura, 1) x 2

* Compaiiero modelo x 2

6005 - Sébastien Luce

8/8/2n5/1b1k4/2r1r3/3n1K2/4B3/8

1.Hc3 211 2.Eb4 2g23.&c4 ed 4. D03+ £d55.0d4 £d6 6.Lc4 2451

Comments by author:

The solution of this figurative aristocratic rectangle hides a black Indian... First step, white
Bishop is placed behind his King on g2.

Then 2.Rb4 and 3.Kc4, allow white King to go to e4. After some self-blocks, black King executes
a final switchback b3-c4 to be mated on this square.

6006 - Sébastien Luce

nb2r3/8/4p3/8/2p5/Kn6/1P51/k7

1.c3 bxc3 2.9)d4 cxd4 3.e5 dxe5 4. 2.d6+ exd6 5.9¢7 dxc7 6. b8 cxb8=H 7.Hb2 Hxb2=
Comments by author:

Seven black active sacrifices allow the white excelsior to Rook, the correct promotion to stalemate
on b2 after a big pawn triangle rundlauf (b2...e5...b8...b2).

6007 - Mikhailo T. Galma

8/8/7P/8/8/2k5/P1p5/2K5

l.a4 £d3 2.9b2 £d23.La3 Lcl 4h7 Dbl 5.08=Y c1=T+ 6. W2+ Wxb2}
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6008 - Mikhailo T. Galma

8/8/4p3/2p1plpl/3pkN2/1Pp4Q/2K2P2/r7

1...c4 2.9d5 exd5 3.4 gxf4 4. W d3+ cxd3}

1...©xf42.94d3 g4 3.@e2 De4 4. Y3+ gxf31

6009 - Mikhailo T. Galma

1°q"Q5/1ppK4/1p6/8/8/2p5/pk6/~Qb6

L6 c2 2./ ccl 6 3.2d6 b5 4.Lc5 b6+ 5.Lb4 ¢5%

6010 - Alberto Armeni

b3R3/8/6p1/3k3p/4p2P/1p4p1/1P1rp3/2B4K

1.Exe4 Hd42.Eo4 E143. 263 ed 4. Lg1 L3 5. Exf4+ Oxf4a

Bristol bicolore, Maslar

6011 - Alberto Armeni

1P4p1/3nBP2/2p1p3/4k3/2P2pP1/1N2pK2/4P3/8

1...gxf7(D) 2.D¢5(P) Dd6(P) 3.cxd6(2) Dxb8(L) 4.2b5(P) La7(D) 5.bxc6(D)+
Dxc6(L);

6012 - Igor Kochulov

1<q3n1k/1p6/3P1p2/4QK 1p/7b/8/1<B1<R2b1/1<R<bl<q3

1...LIe8 2. HLgl LIb5+ 3. We7+ Lle5:

1.d7 LIh2 2. HLxb7 Lla5+ 3. Wg3+ Lle5}

6013 - Sébastien Luce

8/8/8/3N4/8/8/1<qp1P2p/2k1K1B1

1...h1=9 2.9¢3 D2 3.9b1 cxbl=LO 4. £&x2 L2

1...2b1 2.2d2 hxgl=LO 3.2d3 D¢l 4.2c3 LOxc3-d4}

Comments by author:

In the first variation, h-pawn is promoted without capture, the other c-pawn thanks to white Knight
sacrifice, to force, after a Bishop self-block on {2 black King to mate with a discovered check. In
the second variation, black King switchback b1-c1 and this time h-pawn is promoted with capture.
White Knight will be sacrificed at the end to force Locust b2 to mate.

6014 - Mikhailo T. Galma

~q1n2K*q<B/1p5°q/1P6/8/8/1k6/<r7/8 Position twin a)

a) 1.PAa6 2./8a2 3.9c2 4.5b1 5.9b2 6.Dal g7t

~q1n4"Q/1p4K1/<rP6/8/8/8/°q7/k"q6 Position twin b)

b) 1.2xb6 2.2¢8 3.b5 4.b4 5.b3 6.b2 Mfe}

Comments by Author:

Schedej twins [twin b) = after solution of twin a)]

6015 - Mikhailo T. Galma

1bb5/4p3/8/K2kr1p1/8/6N1/8/8

1.£1h32.¢43.Eh54. 214 5.¢56.&e6 7.916 8.Lg5 9.&h4 10.£.¢5 Df51

6016 - Sébastien Luce

IR6/1*P1p4/k7/8/1P6/8/3pK2p/6bl

1.d1=E @&xd1(Eag)2.£a7 bxa8=Hn}

Ldl=2+ &xd1(£c8) 2.£a7 bxc8=Ln}

Comments by author:

The solution begins by a black promotion to Rook or Bishop and finishes by a mating promotion
to a piece of same nature, but neutral. A particular case of Schnoebelen. Correspondance nature
captured pieces - nature promotions.
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6017 - Sébastien Luce

8/8/8/1K2b3/3kb3/8/3P4/8

a) 1.2b1 d3 2. £xd3(f5)+ b4 3. £xf5(h7) h8=Y 4. 243 Wxe5(Lb2)}

1.2d5 ©a5 2. Lal d4 3. Lxd4(g7) g8=Y+ 4.L¢5 Wdst

b) 1.9c4 d3 2.Ded2 dxcd 3.Dxcd(b6) Tbs 4. Dxb6(Wag) Wedt

1.22d5 d4 2.D12 dxe5(216) 3.22g4 exfo(Dg7) 4. Dxfo(Yes) West

Comments by author:

A very rare case of twinning with a couple of black Bishops in the first twin then black Knights in
the second. But similar effects: the pawn is captured "by the back" several times to accelerate its
promotion to Queen. Mates in chameleon echo follow.

6018 - Nikolaj Zujev

17/3k4/8/3P4/8/8/8/2K5

1.Ee8 d6 2. He7 dxe7(En8) 3. H 18 8=+ 4. Lxe8(¥dl) Wd7t

1.Ea7 d6 2. Hc7+ dxc7(Eh8) 3. b8 c8=W+ 4. xc8(Wd1) Wd7t

6019 - L'ubos Kekely

4K3/3p3p/1q1R2p1/8/2p1p3/8/2p5/kT

phser = S=11 and "black plays only if checked or to reach the goal".

1.Ed1+ @02 2. BEbl1+ @3 3.Eb3+ £d4 4. Ed3+ Le5 5. Hd5+ £16 6. Ede+ Lg7 7. Exg6+
©h8 8.Hc69.Hc810.2d8 11. L7+ Wxds =

6020 - L'ubos Kekely

3b4/8/5k2/7R/2B5/2p5/2K5/2n5

1.9e72.9d6 3. 2.g5 4.8¢5 5.Yxc4 6.Yb4 7.9a3 8.9a2 9. Lal 10.2a2 11.2c1 Ehl=
Comments by Author:

Miniature. March of black king. Ideal pin stalemate.

6021 - L'ubos Kekely

3N4/8/8/1Pp2b2/R2pkB2/2p5/2K5/8

1.8e6 2.9f5 3.6 4.Le7 5.Lxd8 6.Lc8 7.9b7 8.9b6 9.Lxb5 10.Lxad 11.¥a3 12.9a2
13.%al 14.£.22 15.c4 & 1.£c1 £b3% 15 black serie-moves, then selfmate in 1 move.
Comments by Author:

Meredith. Walk of black king. Zugzwang.

6022 - L'ubos Kekely

8/8/KPp5/7r/4nn2/4p1k1/5p1p/8

1.b7 2.b8=9 3.2xc6 4.2d4 5. De2+ Lg2 6. Dxfa+ Lh1 7.9xh5 8.9b5 9.Lc4 10.Ld3
11.%2e2 12.%f1 13.Dg3+ Dxg3i

phser = S#13 and "black plays only if checked or to reach the goal".

Comments by Author:

Meredith. Minimal. Minor promotion. March of white king.

6023 - L'ubos Kekely

b4k2/5P2/5K2/3p4/3P4/4n3/61p/b7

1.9e52.914 3.9xe3 4.213 5.Lxg2 6.Lxh2 7.9¢3 8.L14 9.Le5 10.2d6 11.9¢7 12.2b8
13.9xa8 14.9b7 15.8¢6 16.Lxd5 17.e6 18.d5 19.d6 20.d7 21.d8=2 22. 2.6 23.2b2
24.%16 & 1.2xb2+ 24 white serie-moves, then Black check in 1 move.

Comments by Author:

Meredith. Walk of white king with switchback to the diagram’s place. Minor promotion.
Zugzwang.
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All’amico Vito

‘In piena gioventu... “

Vito Rallo ¢ stato un mio grande amico. Quando stava partendo la mia rivista Best Problems, egli
mi ha incoraggiato e suggerito di pubblicare inediti. Cosa che poi ho fatto. E ovviamente Vito ha
pubblicato su BP tanti problemi di buona fattura, per un totale di ben 143 lavori! Era specializzato
in alcuni tipi di condizioni fairy: Parrain Circe, An-nan, Parry Series. Ma variava i suoi interessi
anche in altri settori, come aiutomatti per esempio.

Non ci siamo mai incontrati di persona, ma ogni tanto ci sentivamo per telefono. Amabili
chiacchierate sul nostro argomento preferito, i Problemi ovviamente. Come ¢ altrettanto ovvio
abbiamo composto qualcosa insieme. Ho avuto I’onore e il piacere di pubblicare due Concorsi per
i suoi giubilei Vito Rallo 70 JT, giudice C.J.A. Jones, su BP56, 2010 e Vito Rallo 80 JT, giudice
Viaicu Crisan, su BP92, ottobre 2019.

Della sua vita personale non ricordo molto. Come detto parlavamo soprattutto di Problemi. Vito
ha tenuto su Best Problems per molti anni la rubrica Ricostruzione, cosi da permettermi di
partecipare come "lettore".

Arrivo il brutto giorno in cui, durante una telefonata, mi accorsi che qualcosa non andava bene.
Erano i primi sintomi di una malattia. Presto divenne impossibile dialogare con Vito, tutti i suoi
amici, fra cui Roberto Cassano, avevano notizie dalla sua consorte Margherita Montericcio.

Dalla E-mail di Roberto che ci ha dato la notizia, traggo il seguente trafiletto: «Era malato da
alcuni anni e all'eta di 85 anni e 8 mesi esatti ¢ morto a Salemi (Trapani). Vito, era nato a Trapani
il 3 agosto 1939 come riportato qui: https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vito Rallo» ed ¢ deceduto il 3
aprile 2025. Dal 3 al 3, preciso come sempre il buon Vito.

Lascio la parola a Roberto Cassano per un suo personale ricordo di Vito.

Alcuni ricordi del mio caro amico Vito.

Vito Rallo ¢ stato un mio caro amico. Lo conobbi di persona nel settembre 1985 quando il lavoro
mi portd casualmente a Marsala da dove, mi pare in un sabato pomeriggio, mi recai con una
corriera di linea a Trapani. Entrambi, per riconoscerci, decidemmo di avere in mano la stessa
copia di ETEROSCACCO e che ci scambiammo - per reciproca cortesia un piccolo dono - una
rivista di scacchi: senza metterci d’accordo avevamo avuto la stessa idea.
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Vito aveva piu di tre lustri rispetto alla mia eta ma da quel poco tempo in sua compagnia,
parlando, giocando e mangiando una pizza in casa sua, inizio il nostro lungo feeling scacchistico.
Avevamo molti punti scacchistici in comune: entrambi iniziammo seriamente a giocare a scacchi
subito dopo il match Spassky-Fischer del 1972, scrivendo le nostre prime mosse su cartoline e
lettere poi via e-mail, prima nei tornei dell’AISGC (Associazione Scacchistica Italiana Giocatori
per Corrispondenza) e poi in quelli dell’AISE (Associazione Italiana Scacchi Eterodossi) e
successivamente ci interessammo prima alla soluzione e poi alla composizione problemistica. E
poi, verso la meta degli anni novanta del secolo scorso, con la maggiore diffusione di internet, con
I’idea di divulgare il gioco degli scacchi, creammo la nostra Home page (la mia sugli scacchi a
tutto tondo, la sua verteva di pit sul mondo del problema). Quanto ci siamo divertiti!

11 principale campo di interesse scacchistico di Vito ¢ stato quello relativo al problema; a partire
dal 1976 realizzo ben 1086 composizioni (dati WinChloe) in particolare del tipo aiutomatto; tanto
per rendere l’idea - dal 1993 al 2025 - io ne ho composti 54 di cui ben 22 con la sua
collaborazione durante la quale mi ha sempre incoraggiato e dato utili suggerimenti e questa sua
caratteristica lo ha portato ad avere molti amici scacchisti sparsi nel mondo e a veder pubblicato il
suo nome su molte riviste estere (le sue composizioni sono state ben accolte e pubblicate su tutte
le riviste italiane, su molte di quelle europee e anche quelle di Israele, Stati Uniti e Giappone).

Vito ¢ stato per molti anni anche un apprezzato Redattore della rubrica problemistica delle riviste
Torre & Cavallo - Scacco!, Telescacco 2000, della Newsletter mensile dell' ASIGC, nonché
collaboratore di BEST PROBLEMS ed ETEROSCACCO.

Vito nel gioco eterodosso diresse con estrema precisione tanti tornei; mentre nel campo del
problema scacchistico riusci, grazie alla sua ecletticita, ad utilizzare tante differenti condizioni
fairy: sperimento particolari varianti scacchistiche (Cilindrici, Inversione, Kamikaze, Mutation,
Retrocessione, Sferici, Trasferimento, ecc.) e si specializzo in altre (Cannibal, Circe, ecc.). Si
dedico con merito anche ai tornei di Scacchi Progressivi, nei quali giocammo delle grandi
battaglie con alterni risultati.

54° Congresso Mondiale della Composizione Scacchistica - Jesi, 20-27 Agosto 2011

[In prima fila da sinistra: 1° Agostini, 2° Rallo, 3° Parrinello, 4° Guida, 5° Simoni, 6° Cassano, 7° Riva,
8° Crucioli. In seconda fila: 1° Cuppini, 2° ?, 3° Magini, 4° Bonavoglia, 5° Tinebra, 6° Giacobbe, NdR]
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Vito ed io ci siamo incontrati per numerosi eventi ludici: mi vengono in mente Gradara Ludens
1991, Arezzo 1996, Bologna fine anni ‘90, Milano dal 2008 al 2011, il Congresso Mondiale di
Jesi 2011 e anche Roma quando, in vacanza a Fiuggi con dei suoi carissimi amici, divenuti col
tempo anche miei amici, venne a farci alcune visite nelle riunioni dell’ARPA (Accademia Romana
Problema Artistico) tenutesi dal 1991 al 1999 nel pomeriggio di ogni terzo martedi del mese.

Col tempo scoprii che aveva altri interessi (fantascienza, fotografia, cinema, teatro, calcio, ecc.) e
nonostante abbiamo abitato a grande distanza ho avuto il grande piacere di poterlo frequentare con
la sua famiglia durante le mie ferie estive quando ero in vacanza a Favignana ed andavo nella sua
casa di Pizzolungo, ospite insieme a mia moglie Anna, a godere della loro grande accoglienza e
dell’ottima cucina di sua moglie Margherita, dove spesso c¢’erano anche i loro giovanissimi nipoti
e a volte la figlia Sabrina.

Con Vito, anche quando ci siamo incontrati per il piacere di stare insieme alle nostre famiglie,
ogni occasione era buona per parlare di scacchi e soprattutto di problemi. Ognuno di quegli
incontri mi ha dato ’opportunita di approfondire 1’amicizia con Vito, una persona davvero
speciale. Questi ricordi resteranno per sempre nel mio cuore e anche in quello di mia moglie
Anna: ciao Vito, riposa in pace! Ciao Margherita!

Roberto Cassano

Per ricordare un Problemista, nulla di meglio che mostrare una selezione dei suoi lavori.

8 i € Georgy M. Frantsov, Vito Rallo
2" Hon. Mention - Best Problems 2000-2001
b61/8/8/3N1ppN/6k1/4P3/5Pnn/7K
5 AAe HE2 (+DCr
1.3 \df4 2.9 ghd f6t 1.4Dh4 hfa 2.90213 &6
Source: 364, Best Problems 15 (July 2000)
Judge: C. Feather - Award: Best Problems 23 (July 2002)

Commento del giudice: "And this too seems not to have any specific
& anticipation. Even though the constituent parts (especially the black
play) are familiar, the blend is new and satisfyingly logical."

< Vito Rallo
i 4" Prize - M. Grushko-60 JT, Variantim 2015-16

a hi3  (1+243) C+ ©O=Imitator
s C) 1.9)f8{Ie5,Ih7} &b2{1d6,Ig8} 2.20d7{Ib5,le7} &c3 {1c6,If8}
3.90b6{1a5,1d7} c8=&n{la6,Id8}
o 1. b4 {Ic2,1f4} c8=En{Ic3,If5} 2.8)g7 {Ie4,1h6} Enb8{1d4,Ig6}

3.9e8{Ib5,Ie7} &b2{1a6,Id8}
Scambio delle prime e terze mosse bianche.

& Judge: M. Grushko
Una mossa ¢ impossibile quando 1’imitatore non puo eseguirla. Il re
nero prende matto appunto perché in apparenza ha delle case libere
attorno a se, ma gli imitatori non possono eseguire tali mosse.
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& Petko A. Petkov, Vito Rallo

6" Hon. Mention - A. Garofalo-50 JT, Best Problems 2002-2003
1Q6/1p3p2/3r3b/B7/1r1P2p1/4R1P1/5kp1/2K2nN1

H#2 (7+9) C+

1.Hdxd4 2b6 2.8d2 Ee2}

1.Bbxd4 Wa7 2. 8f4 Ef3}

Judge: A. Garofalo

Award: Best Problems 26 (April 2003)

Commento del giudice:

6* Menzione Onorevole alla coppia Petko A. Petkov e Vito Rallo

1.2dxd4? Wa7? (1...£b6?) 2.5f4 Hf3? 3.&el! 1.Hbxd4? £b6? (1...Wa7?) 2.2d2 He2? 3.&xg3!
1.Ebxd4! Wa7! (1...£b6?, ma 2.26d2 & impossibile) 2.&f4! (2.£d2?7?) Ef3=

1.2dxd4! £b6! (1...%a7?, ma 2.Ebf4 ¢ impossibile) 2.2d2! (2.Ef42?) He2#

Eco, bivalve, effetti Plachutta in d4, una ricca strategia.

C> 2

&

Do- [lui Do

b> o€

b Do Do P

5] o

< Vito Rallo

2" Prize - Sem Shakhmatnykh Not 2015

hi2,5 (2+1+2) C+

b) & 47517 ©O=Imitator

a)

1...&b3{le5} 2.&a5{1d5} d8=£n{Id6}+ 3.£nh4{Ih2} &b4{Ih3}]
b)

1...f8=£n{If6} 2.2nh6{Ih4} £ne3{lel} 3.£nd4{Id2}+ &b4{Ic3}}
Judge: M. Grushko

< Georgy M. Frantsov, Vito Rallo

1% Prize - Torre & Cavallo-Scacco! 2000
3n3K/1plplp2/1r1k4/pp3BP1/3N4/3PB3/8/3n4

hi2 (6+9) C+ b) £f5-f3 ¢) &f5-c6 d) &5-c8

a) 1.&c7 &c6 2.dxc6 £f4% b) 1.c5 £d2 2.d6 Hb3]

c) 1.2e7 &eb6 2.dxe6 £c5% d) 1.e5 e 2.d5 &f47
Pickaninny, Stella di Re, Matti modello

Source: 76, Torre & Cavallo-Scacco! 12/1 (dicembre 2000)
Judge: M. Parrinello

Award: Torre & Cavallo-Scacco! 5/3 (maggio 2002)

< Vito Rallo, Mario Parrinello

2™ Prize - Tournoi de composition rapide, Créte 2010 (v)
8/8/3prpp1/R2b1kp1/nSp1/3n3p/B1K3pQ/8

hi2 (4+12) C+

1.e5 £b1 2.2b3+ &xb3]

1.2e5 &c42.2e6 £xd3%

1.Dac5 Wxd6 2.8e4 L.xe6]

Judge: Z. Janevski

Award: 53" World Congress of Chess Composition (X 2010)

Giugno 2025, Antonio Garofalo & Roberto Cassano
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Babson Task in the field of studies

Il tema fu proposto per la prima volta da Joseph Ney Babson nel 1884 per i problemi di automatto - detti
anche "problemi inversi" - in cui il Bianco muove per primo e costringe il Nero a dargli scacco matto, mentre
il Nero tenta in tutti i modi di evitarlo; il «tema Babson» nel problema inverso prevede la promozione di uno o
pit pedoni a tutte le promozioni possibili (¥, H, & e &) che sono definite col termine tedesco
Allumwandlung (abbreviato in AUW).

In questo task entrambi i colori eseguono le quattro promozioni con la specificita che immediatamente dopo le
quattro promozioni del Nero, I’unico modo per il Bianco di ottenere il raggiungimento della stipulation ¢
quello di promuovere immediatamente un pedone allo stesso tipo di pezzo scelto dal Nero).

1l tema fu realizzato in una posizione legale per un problema di matto diretto nel marzo del 1983 dal russo
Leonid Yarosh (dopo che Pierre Drumare lo aveva ottenuto, in una posizione pero illegale, nel 1980) e
ulteriormente migliorata, con una chiave non catturante, nell’agosto del 1983 con questo problema pubblicato
in Shakhmaty v SSSR.

€ Leonid V. Yarosh
LW % i % 1* Prize Shakhmaty v SSSR 1983 (v) - WID 52021
A A A BqlB1K2/3PpN2/P3Pp2/P1p2P2/2Pk1b1R/1p6/pN1P1P2/QR6
A A A #4 (16+8)
Ad 8 1 1.a7! [2.axb8=D,axb8 =T,axb8=F,axb8§ =C]
1...axb1=% 2.axb8 =W etc. 1...axb1=E 2.axb8=E etc.
A 1...axb1=2 2.axb8=2 etc. 1...axb1=% 2.axb8=% etc.
A A 4 Source: 23, Shakhmaty v SSSR (March 1983)
= Riproduzioni: 441 p.169, Album FIDE 1983-85, 1992;
4065, Sinfonie Scacchistiche 75 (Jan. 1984) e moltissime altre.
a < Gady Costeff - Babson Task Studio
AK & / AA|l EG2024-4n3/prinl Ppp/p4keb/P2PN1p1/K2P2P1/PN6/1Bppp3/2RIN3
i ) + (12+14) Black moves, White win.
A ALY A Source: EG n.238 October 2024
Nell’ottobre 2024, sulla storica rivista EG, dedicata esclusivamente agli studi, il
& A A noto compositore isracliano Gady Costeff mostro il suo Babson Task completo
AD in uno studio, un risultato senza precedenti che cred¢ un terremoto nel mondo
2444 della composizione. Costeff ha lavorato per 13 anni su questo tema. Purtroppo,
H & c’era un "piccolo" problema: oltre ai tre cavalli bianchi — non certo attraenti da

vedere, ma ammissibili in un simile task — la posizione era illegale, cioe
irraggiungibile in qualsiasi ipotetica partita a scacchi.
In sostanza, una posizione che non puo esistere nel gioco degli scacchi. Tutto per una singola cattura bianca
mancante, una vera piccolezza che pero rendeva la composizione praticamente invalidata e inaccettabile per
qualsiasi competizione.

A questo punto il nostro amico e collega Daniele, con 1'inguaribile modestia che lo contraddistingue, ispiran-
dosi al lavoro di Costeff provo a comporre questo..."irraggiungibile" studio con il Babson Task.

Y € Daniele Gatti - (Dedicated to Gady Costeff)
A EG 2025 - 6n1/4p2P/4p1nk/qQNP3N1/p1KP2P1/P2PB3/P3ppp1/4R1Rb
Y + (13+11) Black moves, White win.
£\ Source: EG n.239 January 2025
Soluzione abbreviata:
A 112 [1..f1% 2.hxg8¥! 1..f1E 2.hxg8Z! 1...f19) 2.hxg8+!]
2.hxg82! Lg7 3.c6 Wxel 4.c7 Wbl 5.xe6+ Lxg8 6.c8W+ Lh7 7.Hg5+
g Lg7 8.W 15 Wxa2+ 9.2c5 e1=W 10.De6+ +-

A. Garofalo
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NUTS (49) - di Mr. Veneziano

mr.veneziano@yahoo.com

Le fatiche di rabbi Alexandre

Rabbi Aaron Alexandre, nato a Hohenfeld (Baviera) nel 1766, trascorse gran parte della sua vita
dapprima in Francia, prendendone la cittadinanza, e poi in Gran Bretagna. Giocatore discreto, viene
ricordato soprattutto come bibliofilo e come autore di alcune opere scacchistiche. A Parigi pubblico due
grandi raccolte: una sulle aperture, Enciclopedie des échecs ou Resumé comparatifs en tableaux
synoptiques (1837), 51 tabelle irte di lettere e cifre, precedute da una prefazione in francese, inglese,
tedesco e italiano; l'altra sulla composizione, Collection des plus beaux Problemes d'échecs (1846), con
piu di 2000 lavori. Non privo di imprecisioni, questo secondo tomo apparve contemporaneamente
anche nelle versioni in tedesco e in inglese. Nella prefazione Alexandre stimo di aver incluso
praticamente tutti i problemi pubblicati fino a quel momento e si spinse ad affermare che l'arte del
problema era ormai definitivamente giunta alla sua conclusione! (*)

Mori a Londra nel 1850, in gravi ristrettezze finanziarie. Oggi i suoi due monumentali lavori, divenuti
rari, sono venduti a parecchie centinaia di euro. La Collection, che puo essere consultata in internet,
contiene molti problemi di Peter August D'Orville (1804-1864). Nei suoi diretti, nonostante la
semplicita delle soluzioni, gia si intravvedono la ricerca dell'economia e chiavi di tipo problemistico:
una netta distinzione dai problemi dei suoi predecessori, simili a posizioni tipiche della partita.

Mr. Veneziano

TR

PROBLEMES DRECHECS

< D'Orville
A Collection des plus beaux Problémes d'échecs, 1846
#3

Soluzione: 1.2d3! a6 2.£¢2 bxc2 3.b4}

X
A
&

(*) Questo mi ricorda un simile pensiero di fine XIX secolo, quando i fisici pensavano che tutta la fisica fosse
ormai conosciuta, salvo piccoli dettagli. Mentre di li a poco sarebbero nate la Meccanica Quantistica (1900
Max Planck) e la Relativita (1905 Albert Einstein) NdR.
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Ricostruzione

1.2~ 2ot 1...exdd,ed 2. D43
Novotny, Grimshaw, chiave di sacrificio.

< Daniele Giacobbe - (Ricostruzione 103, BP114, aprile 2025)
#2 (7+7) C+ Best Problems 2001

& 8/8/70/b1QNp3/rlps/2pIN3/2P1kPK1/3R4
1.%c89 Tempo, ma 1.5

1.2b4? [2.%Wxc4i]Amal.. Exbal a
1.Yb49 [2.9Dxc33] B ma 1... £xb4! b
1.¥d4! Tempo
1. E~2.%Wxcat A 1...Eb4l a2.9Dxc3} cambio
1...2~2.9Dxc31 B 1...2b41 b 2.Wxc4} cambio

Alonso Imanol Zurutuza Predrag Zuvic Hans Nieuwhart Germain Bielefeldt
a a a a
& Wok & Woak & Woak & WoHk & Wok
i 3 i i i i E X E X
A N A A A A A A A 4 4
A @A L & & L #AY A €0 LA HA
= £ hu & g H a X

Giurgean e JACA hanno proposto una posizione del tutto simile all'originale. Commento di JACA: "Tema
Feldmann I - Un bonito problema para su reconstruccion." Zurutuza ha inviato una posizione leggermente
pit pesante, due ££ invece di DA bianchi. Contiene il tentativo 1.£xa4? c2! Zuvic ha inviato pure una
posizione del tutto simile all'originale, piu una versione leggermente diversa ma con lo stesso peso materiale.
Commento ell'autore: "I send you a solution of the problem No. 103 in the column Ricostruzione, actually,
two versions of it, in the attached doc files. Both versions have 14 pieces in total, but the second one (with
white Bishop on ¢2) is maybe better thanks to additional tries. Well, try 1.£e4? (threatening 2.££3#) is not of
great value because of crude defense (1...&xd1!) with capturing of white Rook, but try 1.£xa4? with nice
defence 1...c2! corresponds to the thematic content of this problem due to the threat 2. Wxc4=".

e Both positions are good; the refutation 1...c2 is nice but a try with a black piece captured is certainly not a
pleasant thing (NdR).

Nella posizione di Nieuwhart la Egl ¢ un po’ sprecata, controlla solo la casa el. Bielefeldt ha invece inviato
una posizione pesantissima. Andra meglio la prossima volta.

Ricostruzione n. 104 - Ricostruire un problema #2 che abbia la seguente soluzione:

1159 [2.T£3%] 1...b7 2.¢5% ma 1...Exa3!

1.e5? [2.9¢5% A]

1..5%4 22,8631 B 1...507 2. &5} ma 1... 2ed!

1.£f5! [2.53} B]

1...5xe4 a, Dd~2.8c5F A 1...50b71 2.e5% 1...Exa3 2.Wd2}

Inviare (send to): perseus@bestproblems.it
(last available day for to send: 10/10/2024)
A. Garofalo
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Congratulations GM Gukesh!!

by Awani Kumar, Lucknow

Chess originated in India nearly 1500 years ago but only two Indian players have become the world chess
champion — Viswanathan Anand and now Gukesh. GM Gukesh Dommaraju is the youngest player (born 29
May 2006) to reach a rating of 2750. In October 2022, he became the youngest player to beat Magnus
Carlsen since the latter became World Champion. Earlier he had won the World Youth Chess Championship
in 2018 in the Under 12 category. He earned the gold medal on the 1st board in the 44th Chess Olympiad
held at Chennai in 2022. He repeated the feat again in the 45th Chess Olympiad in 2024 by winning both
team and individual gold medals. He is the youngest-ever Candidates winner and the crowning glory is
becoming 18th World Chess Champion at the age of 18, the youngest undisputed in history. Gukesh has
brought back the world championship crown to India after 11 long years and the author wishes to celebrate
and commemorate his great achievements with some interesting knight tours on chess board. 'Tour of knight'
is a classical puzzle, over a millennium old. The oldest available Arabic manuscript dates back to 840 AD.
The earliest Indian manuscript having knight's tour is in the verse work Kavyalankara by the Kashmiri poet
Rudrata around 900 AD. The task is to move a knight on an empty board so that it visits all the cells in
successive jumps only once. Figure 1 and Figure 2 are monogram tours (knight moves delineating letters)
with the line joining the square numbers 12, 22, 3. 82, namely, 1, 4, 9 ... 64 delineating letters 'G' and 'D'
respectively, the first letters in his name. Readers are urged to compose figured tours with other letters in his
name. The line joining the square numbers in Figure 3 and Figure 4 delineate numerals 'l' and '8'
respectively, the digits in the number 18 — Gukesh's age when he became world chess champion. Eagle eyed
readers may have spotted that Figure 1 and Figure 3 are closed tours, that is, cell 1 and 64 are also connected
by knight move. The other two figures are open knight tours.

13 52 5 54 3 58 41 56 11 2 21 30 37 46 41 34
6 17 14 51 42 55 2 59 20 29 12 45 22 35 38 47
15 12 53 50 57 40 3 10 40 33 42
18 7 16 43 28 39 60 45 28 19 23 48 39
11 22 64—49 44 29 38 5 14 32 43 60
8 19 34 6 27 46 61 18 27 61 50 53
23 10 21 32 63 48 37 30 15 6 52 59 62
20 33 24 35 26 31 62 47 (1) 26 17 63 54 51 @)
23 10 21 2 59 8 31 6 31 10 27 48 44 41 46
20 3 24 30 5 58 61 2 21 30/ 47 58 43
11 22 63 60 7 32 11 32 m 42 45 40
44 19 40 25 50 29 62 57 20 3 g 57 50 58
39 12 43 41 26 33 28 33 12 7// 63 24 39 56
18 45 1 51 56 53 6 19 4 23 36 53 60 51
13 38 47 42 15 54 27 34 13 34 17\64 15 62 55 38
46 17 14 37 48 35 52 55 3) 18 5 14 35 54 37 52 6l (4)

Gukesh got 'Player of the Year' Award by Asian chess Federation in 2023 and Times of India Sports Awards
in 2024. He was conferred with Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award, the highest sporting honour in
India, in 2024. Congratulations GM Gukesh for winning world chess championship and bringing laurels to
the country. We love, adore and admire you and wish you attain new heights in coming years. Amen.
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diretta da Antonio Garofalo

Col sostegno dell'API (Associazione Problemistica Italiana)

Hanno collaborato a questo numero:
Mario Parrinello, Awani Kumar

EDITORIALE

Un fascicolo col record di pubblicazioni: ben 52 inediti, tutti quelli che avevo al momento di
iniziare a "lavorare" a BP116. Probabilmente ci0 provochera un calo di inediti nel prossimo
numero, ma certamente i compositori saranno contenti comunque vedendo le loro fatiche
pubblicate il piu presto possibile. Abbiamo 1'onore di pubblicare una proposta del GM Mario
Parrinello circa una nuova condizione fairy di sua invenzione. Come se non ce ne fossero
abbastanza! ©

€<Mario Parrinello
4 4 §§ 5" Prize, The Problemist 2005
Inlnlrrl/4pk1p/Rbqdp/4P2p/2P1NK2/4QRB1/8/3b4
H#2 (8+12) C+ b)-£¢3
& a) 1. &xe3+ Lxe3+2.Le6 DNes5t
Ho b) 1. Wxed+ Lxed+ 2. Lg6 YWglt
Award: September 2007. Comments by Judge: Lively blend of
& anticipatory half-pin, royal batteries, Zilahi. Surprising effect of
twinning. (Judge: Jean Haymann)

Heéw
A

B>
[

I concorsi su Best Problems:

* £2/=2,(2025/2026): NN * H#2,5/3-H=2,5/3, (2024-2025): NN

* #£3/=3, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo * H#n/H=n, (2024-2025): Antonio Garofalo
* S#2/3-S=2/3 (2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo * HelpSelfmate 2/3/n (Orthodox and fairy)
° H¢2/H=2’ (2024_2025): NN 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo

¢ Fairies (2025): NN

E-mail & web site: perseus@bestproblems.it http://www.bestproblems.it
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Inediti (Originals) e e e p. 819
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A new fairy condition: Capture & Exchange by’M Parrlnello p. 833
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6024. G. Maleika
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Inediti (Originals)

6025. G. Maleika

6026. G. Doukhan

6027. L. Gomez

6028. G. Sardella
Italia

6029. P. Murashév
Russia

6030. P. Murashév
Russia

Germania Germania Francia Palazon - Spagna
¢
A 2 F =i N A
& A 4 a 1 F ) 4
W A F ) B @i AN
AW A A 2 X F A Addo
a9 F ) ¢ O ¢ £ W A
A KA HE & AW A a F )
L& A X £ jag=g-}
=2 v (12+3) C+ =2v (8+5) C+ #2 vv (8+10) C+ #£2* vyv (9+9) C+

6031. E. Zimmer
Polonia

A A i
A AW &
hu¢ 8 gl |& A E A E AoH
N d A D i F A <4 F Y Y
A5 A Ald & W 8 2y o &
as A A EAdAH A A
LN A R A% AN &
Wy 2 & b 1A il
#2 (10+8) C+ #2* vv (10+11) C+ #£2*vvv (10+11) C+ #£2*v (3+4) C+
6032. V. Cabrera 6033. G. Bielefeldt 6034. G. Sardella 6035. G. Bielefeldt
Cuba & V. Cabrera Italia Cile
Cile/Cuba
5] 2 &
HAD 8 w LAY A 4 E
A A i d & i 8 oo &
AdAde i 2 & £ g 2 A 20
F Y oo Ao d b vl ]
i A A -] g w i
YA £ H W A & A4 A A
a 8 =2
#2 vvv (10+9) C+ #2 (10+7) C+ #2vv (11+7) C+ #2 (6+6) C+

#2, n. 6024-6035 (Judge 2025: NN
#3, n. 6036 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).
S#2/3, n. 6037 (Judge 2024-2026: Antonio Garofalo).
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6036. A. Tarnawiecki
Peru
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6037. V. Yuzyuk
|Ucraina

6038. U. Delprato
[talia

6039. 1. Kalkavouras
Grecia

a X a W Wy o & H &
& EA A g B i i1
A & & o i a F
A A 4 AH a E A 24 A i
oo A\ A & i A
SANEAA 2 A A do AYAY
i Wy A i
£2Z & &
=3 (13+8) C+ S#3 (9+4) C+ H#2 (8+9) C+ H=2 (9+7) C+
b) Hc5—e5 2 sol. b) & g6—h7
6040. S. Hudak 6041. S. Hudak 6042. E. Zimmer 6043. D. Grinchenko
Slovacchia Slovacchia Polonia Ucraina
&
2| |A @K
A -1 & & A L]
L @& A
& H F Y &
- & o | a9
A AA g L4 X
8 a 2 g
H#2 (6+2) C+ H#2 (5+5) C+ H#2 (4+3) C+ H#2 (5+6) C+
2 sol. 3 sol. b) £a6—el, 2+2 sol. 4 sol.
6044. M. Vasyuchko 6045. M. Vasyuchko 6046. S. Parzuch 6047. S. Hudak
& M. T. Galma & M. T. Galma Polonia Slovacchia
Ucraina Ucraina
| a b Eoo 8
&l |&£D A W 2\ F )
] 8 4 X T A i
& & < a
& w4 & A
i A
-
£ L4 foge)
H#2 (4+3) C+ H#2 (4+5) C+ H#2 (4+10) C+ H#3 (4+4) C+
b) £.g1—h4 2 sol. b) £h7 2 sol.

H=#2, H=2, n. 6038-6046 (Judge 2024-2025: NN

H=#2,5/H#3, H=2,5/H=3, n. 6047-6053 (Judge 2024-2025: NN).
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6049. E. Zimmer

6050. E. Zimmer

6051. M. Vasyuchko
& M. T. Galma

Slovacchia Polonia Polonia
Ucraina
AEE[ H® &
i 1 L4 i i F Y
Aet A F A
AddAaid P A4 i i g
2 A Y ¥ oo Hde B
A A
| |& & £
- -4
H=3 (2+11) C+ H=3 (4+12) C+ H=#3 (3+4) C+ H=#3 (6+6) C+
2 sol. b) & d4—h5 b) Eb8—d8 b) & d4—h5
6052. V. Koci 6053. M. Parrinello, [6054. F. Magini 6055. D. Gatti
Rep. Ceca M. Guida, F. Simoni [[talia [talia
Italia
a & & N &
8 A X W ARAN
i FYNT ¥ o W ol a B o
)_ -1 & AAN " A X
-3 ¢
F L ¥ é A 5]
8 4 Ei A & &2
& 4 E
H=3 (3+10) C+ H=3 (4+15) C+ H=5 (2+4) C+ hs#2 (11+7) C+
2 sol. b) & g7—b7 1 sol. |3 sol.
6056. V. Kotesovec 6057. A.V. Styopochkin  6058. S. Luce - Francia 6059. N. Zujev
Rep. Ceca Russia Gare...d la Dame noire | Lituania
g
Xl &N )¢ F 3
ADAK A i
i3 &
T T& L] ANK i
A W &
T @ <4 A
Wy

hs#11 (5+2) C+
2 sol. - ¥ =Bishopper
=Moineau/Sparrow

hs#3 (8+5) C+
b) % d4—e7

hs#5,5 (1+1) C+
1 sol. - Sentinels in
opponent pawn.

H#2,5/H#3, H=2,5/H=3, n. 6047-6053 (Judge 2024-2025: NN).
H#n, n. 6054 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).
hs#2/3/n, n. 6055-6059 (Judge 2024-2025: Antonio Garofalo).

hs#3,5 (5+5) C+
b) Hg3—h3
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6064. L. Kekely

6065. L. Kekely

6066. L. Kekely

6060. M. Dragoun 6061. H. Nieuwhart  6062. L. Kekely 6063. L. Kekely
Rep. Ceca Olanda Slovacchia Slovacchia
& -} W &
b & @h A
A F T
s & & 42 A F )
AL @& a A F ) F )
2 )= Ade A% i
H A F F
£ K mtjo & m & £
H#2 (9+9) C+ 4sol. Hz3 (3+2) C+ ss#17 (5+7) C+ 1B & sh=7 (6+6) C+
I o> =va0, WEME=pao 2 sol. Take & Make 1 sol. - M=Grasshopper

6067. S. Luce - Francia

Slovacchia Slovacchia Slovacchia Two ﬂlmmotions behind a
triangle
do & )
oo i n
B A A & 8 A E4 4
i A 2 A i oo idd
8 A A& i
i AA e
A A 2
2 B &
sh#18 (6+3) C+ sh#30 (11+3) C+ sh=32 (10+2) C+ H#12,5 (2+6) C+
1 sol. — Circe 1 sol. 1 sol. 2 sol. - Circe, ABC

M=Grasshoppers

Black captures
prioritory
IE=Elan/Moose

6068. J. Carf 6069. O. V. Paradzinsky 6070. O. V. Paradzinsky 6071. J. Carf
Francia Ucraina Ucraina Francia
-1 g &
oo i

2 i

i 5] Lo 4 L}

A a A g 2 Jug F F Y.
i & & & i
Y i A

&

pser-S#14 (5+7) C+
1 sol.

H#2 (2+4) C+
2 sol. — Masand

H#3 (2+4) C+
2 sol. — Masand

pser-S#13  (4+6) C+
1 sol.
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6073. S. Luce - Francia 6074. S. Luce - Francia 6075. J.F. Carf

Francia All ways lead to Rome  Une montée et une descente Francia
pour Roméo Bédoni
) |
4 A i
2 id i
LX) Addi F
AA/A . FA §
LE & AA 44 4
AA X A 2
I ¢ &
H=4 (2+2) C+ H#6 (2+3) C+ H==17 (7+7) C+ pser-S#15 (5+7) C+
2 sol. 2 sol. b) Vertical mirror 1 sol.
PWC, B=Locust White Randziiger Changeants, ABC
Black Randziiger

Circe, f=Grasshopper
Fairies n. 6060-6075 (Judge 2025: (NN).

Note agli inediti (Fairy elements)

sh = aiutomatto a serie (Serie helpmate/helpstalemate).
hs = helpselfmate.

sd = diretti a serie (Serie direct)

ss = serie selfmate

* 1B & sh=7: Diagram 6063 - One white move, then SerieHelpstalemate in 7.

* Alphabetic Chess (Alphabétiques) - Each move of either side must be by the piece occupying
the first square in the order of al, a2, a3...b1, b2, b3...cl, c2, c3... etc., which is able to make a
legal move. Castling is permitted if the King has the right to make a legal alphabetical move,
provided the usual other rules for that move are obeyed.

¢ Captures noires prioritaires: S'ils le peuvent, les Noirs doivent capturer = Schlagzwang

* Changeants: The Pawns reaching the original rank of the opponent pawns change their colour.

® Circe: When captured, a piece (other than King) is reborn on its game-array square. Rook,
Bishop and Knight are reborn on the square that is the same color as the square of the capture,
Pawns on the file of the capture. If the game-array square is occupied, the captured piece
disappears, as in a normal capture. Castling is permitted with a rebom Rook. Fairy pieces are
regarded as being the result of promotion and so are reborn ori the promotion-square ori the file of
the capture.

* Masand: A piece which directly threatens the opposite King, after it moves, it changes the color
of the pieces it controls or attacks, except the Kings. [Quando un pezzo da scacco, e nel contempo
controlla altri pezzi, tali pezzi cambiano di colore. Sono esclusi i Re.]

* Pser: Problema a serie, parziale. Durante una normale serie di mosse il Nero puo dare scacco, il quale
viene parato da una mossa bianca, dopo di che la serie prosegue.

* PWC = Platzwechselcirce: A captured unit is reborn, according to Circe rules, on the departure
square of the capturing unit. (Quando viene fatta una cattura, ’unita catturata viene piazzata nella
casa del pezzo che 1’ha appena catturata, in pratica scambiandosi il posto con il pezzo catturante.)
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* Randziiger blanc: Les Blancs doivent obligatoirement jouer sur le bord de 1'échiquier.

* Randziiger noir: Les Noirs doivent obligatoirement jouer sur le bord de 1'échiquier

* Sentinelles en Pion adverse: Lorsqu'une pi¢ce (Pion exclus) quitte une case située en dehors
des premiéres et dernicres rangées, elle y laisse un Pion de la couleur de 'autre camp, sauf si 8
Pions de cette couleur sont déja présents sur I'échiquier.

* Take & Make: after any capture, the capturing unit must make a move that could be made by
the captured unit, and this move cannot be another capture.

* Bishopper: A Grasshopper moving on Bishop-lines only.

* Elan /Moose: moves like a Grasshopper but turns 45 degrees on the hurdle.

* Grasshopper: It moves along Queen-lines over another unit of either colour to the square
immediately beyond that unit. A capture may be made on arrival, but the hurdle is not affected.

¢ Locust: It moves on Queen-lines but only by capturing an enemy unit, arriving on the square
immediately beyond that unit.

* Moineau/Sparrow: It moves like a Grasshopper but veers 135° in either direction immediately
after the obstacle. The landing square is contiguous to the obstacle. (Muove come un Grasshopper
ma devia di 135° in un senso o nell'altro appena dopo 1'ostacolo. La casa d'arrivo ¢ contingua
all'ostacolo.)

* Pao: The Chinese Rook, which moves like a normal Rook but captures like a Rook-Lion.

* Vao: The Chinese Bishop, which moves like a normal Bishop but captures like a Bishop-Lion.

Soluzioni Inediti
Fascicolon. 116

Commenti degli autori e del redattore.

6024 - Gerhard Maleika

R7/P7/k1P5/8/PQP5/1NN3p1/3P1rP1/6BK

1. 189 tempo

LB 2 Wxfl= 1. B3 2 Wxf3= 1. Ef42 Wxfa= 1. Hf52 Wxf5= 1.. Hf6 2. Wxfe=
1. Bf72.Yxf7=

1.. . Exf8 2. Exf3= 1.. 906 2.Wc= 1...Ee2 2. Dxe2= 1...BExg2 2.&xg2= ma 1...Exd2!
1. 58! tempo

1. Ef1 2. Hxfl= 1..Bf3 2. Hxf3= 1... Hf4 2 Hxfa= 1., Hf52 Hxf5= 1...Hf6 2. Hxfo=
1.. . Bf72. Hxf7=

1. Bxf8 2 Wxfg= 1... Hxg2 2. Lxg2= 1.. ¥xa72.Wbs= 1...He2 2.2xe2= 1...Exd2
2.Dxd2=

Comments by Author:

Kh1-Ka6-Tf8 shows a stalemate change 2x7 and a different king flight in each phase.

6025 - Gerhard Maleika

8/B7/6p1/1Q1P2p1/2P2bR 1/3k1K2/1R 1p4/3N4

1.£b82 tempo

1...2h22.2xh2=1...2g32 &xg3= 1...2e52.Lxe5= 1...2d6 2. &xd6=
1..2c¢72.8xc7= 1...2xb8 2. Wxb8= 1...%d4 2. Hb3= mal...Le3!
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1.%b8! tempo

1. 202 2. Wxho= 1...2g32.Wxg3= 1...2e52.Wxe5= 1...2d6 2. Yxd6=
1...2c72.9xc7= 1...28xb8 2. 8xb8= 1...¥xc4 2. Hxd2= 1... 2.3 2.8xe3=
Comments by Author:

Kf3-Kd3-Db8 shows a stalemate change 2x6 and a different king flight in each phase.
6026 - Gérard Doukhan

8/2pR4/2n1p3/1rP1kpK1/1p6/2R2B2/1INQP2n1/r4b2

1.d37 [2.Dc41]

1..2a5b2.d41 1...2xd32.Dxd3% 1...Exc52.Exc5f mal...De3la

1.Hcd3? [2.Dc41]

1..2e3a2.Exe3}1 1...2xd32.9xd3} 1...Exc52.Wxc5% changed, ma 1...Da5! b
1. 9431 [2.Dca1]

1...9¢e3 a 2.Wxe3 changed; 1...2a5 b 2.¥d41 changed; 1... Exc52.Hxc51 1... £xd3
2.9xd3%

Comments by Author:

Combination of the following themes:

* White Grimshaw &/A (rare) * Changed mates

¢ Franco-Russian (rare): Each of the thematic tries has a distinct harmful effect exploited by black
refutations. The key collects all these weaknesses. ® The first two themes involve that the three
thematic keys are on the same square d3.

6027 - Luis Gomez Palazon

8/2N1pK2/p6p/4N1p1/1n1PkpB1/1Q2P3/1p6/5RRb

1...fxe3!2.2%

1.2e67 [2.2£51] 1...2d3b2.Yxd3: D mal...fxe3! a

1.2e67 [2.2¢5] 1...fxe3 a2. 2155 A mal...22d3!b

1.Dc4? [2.2d21] 1...fxe322.YWxe31 F 1...9d3 b 2. ¥b7{ E ma1...b1=21
1.2h51[2.206%] 1...fxe322.Hg4: C1...2d3 b 2. ¥xd31 D

Dombrovskis (Paradoxe), Mats (suites) changé(e)s, Mat (suite) changé(e) au moins 2 fois, CIé
ampliative (Winchloe)

Comments by Author: * Double Kharkov 2 * Dombrovskis (Paradoxe) ¢ Zago-Threat
6028 - Giuseppe Sardella

2n5/8/R2B3R/IN3kPK/4pN1p/3nP1p1/1br3P1/5Q2

1.Has! [2.2d41]

1..Bc52.Dxd311...9¢5 2.9 e2t € thematic, 1... Dxfa+ 2. Wxfat 1...0e5 2. B
6029 - Pavel Murashév

8/2n3pq/b2p1R2/3p3p/1PPk1B2/2p1 RpN1/Q5NK/2b2B2

1. %43 2. Exd3t A 1...dxc4 a2.#?

1. 9129 [2.Ee4t B] [Ed3?] - battery

1...dxc4 a 2.2 d3% A - battery, Somov B2

1...2xe3b2.Wxe3: mal...c2!

1.Exd6? X [2.£e5%]

1...We4 2. Hxed} B - pin mate [1...dxc4?]

1...fxg22.9e2f 1... 952 Dxf5f mal...2xe3!b

1.Hf51 [2.Hd31 A]

1...dxc4a2.Hedi B[1...Ye4?)

1...2xe3b2.£xe31 1... £xc4 2. Wa7y 1... Wxf5 2. Dxf5%
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Comments by Author:

* Themes Le Grand (new scheme) and Shedey Double — new synthesis

* Changed 2 mates, transferred 2 mates, Kharkov 2.

6030 - Pavel Murashév
2n4r/5B2/p1r1nBR1/3p1kp1/Q1b2Np1/3RP1P1/5N1p/7K

1. 24192 [2.%Wxgdt A] ma 1... Zh4!

1.9e29 [2.Exd5: B] 1...d42.e45 C1...8xd3 a2.%xd3 mal...2d4!
1. %59 [2.¢41 C]

1...2b52.Exd5t B 1...£xd3 a2.Wxd51 1...2d6b2.£xe61 1...Hc52.2xe6f ma
1...9¢5! ¢

1.9xd5! [2.e41 C]

1...2xd5+2.HExd5: B 1...8xd3 a2 Wxedi A 1...2d6b2.De7f 1...2¢5 ¢ 2. Hxg5%
Comments by Author:

* Pseudo-le Grand double + Shedey themes. * Changed 2 mates.

6031 - Eligiusz Zimmer

8/8/8/pp6/kB6/8/1K6/n3Q3

1...axb4 2. Wxal}

1.9¢32 [2.%a33] ma 1...axb4!

1.%e31 [2.%a31)

1...9c22.%Wb3+ 1... 2003 2. Wxb31 1... &xb4 2. Wd41 1...axb4 2.Wa7+ changed mate
1. e6? tempo, 1...axb4 2. %221 2. Wa6t ma 1... Exba!

6032 - Virginio Cabrera
8/1NpK2B1/3pP3/ppPk2p1/3pp3/5p2/NP2BR1Q/8

1.2xd6? [2.%e5%] 1...cxd6 2 2. Wxd6 A ma 1...&xc5!

1.£xb5? Tempo, 1...c6 b 2.¥xd61 A ma 1...e3!

1L Yh3? [2.9154] 1...fxe2 ¢2.¥b31 B ma 1...d3!

1.b3! Tempo

1..c6b2.¥xd6t A 1...fxe2 c2. 151 C

1...dxc52.West 1...a4 2.0b4% 1...b4 2. £.c41 1...g4 2. W55 1...d3 2.D¢3% 1...e3 2. £xf31
Mats (suites) échangé(e)s; Mats (suites) transféré(e)s (Winchloe)
Comments by Author: ® Theme Abdulayiev

6033 - German Bielefeldt & Virginio Cabrera
2b5/3Q4/p2p1b2/2RIN1B1/4k3/2P5/N3K 1Pn/n2B3R

1.Df31 [2.2d27]

1...2b32.2c2% 1...911 2.Ehd} 1...Dxf3 2.gx31 1...2xc3 2.Dxc3
1. 2xg52. Wadt 1...d52.Wxd55 1...dxc5 2. Wd3;

6034 - Giuseppe Sardella
3N4/nPn2P2/p2B4/R2BP3/2pkpK2/N2b2R 1/1P6/8

1. 267 [2.£c¢5%]

1...Dxc62.Dxc63 1...2cb52.De6% 1...20d5+ 2. HExd53
1...De6+2.Dxe6f mal...Dab5!

1. 2667 [2.£.¢5%]

1...Dab5 2.Dc61 1...0d5+ 2. Exd51 1... Dxe6+ 2.2xe63 ma 1... Dcb5!
1. 2xc4! [2.£¢5%]

1...0ab5 2.Dc63 1...Dcb5 2. De61 1...0d5+ 2. Hxd51
1...De6+2.Dxe6% 1... £xc4 2.Dc2
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6035 - German Bielefeldt
4B3/4p1R1/4kp2/1N1p4/3Kb3/1Q3p2/5P2/8

1.22d6! tempo

1...9xd6 2. Wb6} 1...exd6 2. 2474 1...£52. Hg6t 1... £~ 2. Wxd51
Key give and take

6036 - Antonio Tarnawiecki
2n1r3/3b1rP1/P1p1B3/P3P1P1/3kP3/1KpNRpP1/8/2BR4

1.&c4! [2. D4+ Pxe5 3.Dg61 2...9¢53.£a3%]

1...Be6! 2.202+ Dxe5 3.Dgdt 2...9¢53.2a3%
1...2e71 2.D¢5+ ©xe5 3.9xd7 2...9xc5 3. La3}
1... 2151 2. Del+ Dxe5 3.Dxf31 2...9¢53.2a3%
1...Bf62.Dc5+ ©xe5 3.Dxd71 2...9xc5 3. La3}
1...Bxg7 2. Del+ ©xe5 3.Dxf31 2...9¢53.2a3%

1...c22.Bdel [3.£b2%]

Batterie di Siers

6037 - Victor Yuzyuk

2n2qQK/3P3R/3k4/1PR2n2/3P2B1/4N3/8/8

a) 1.Dxf5+!

1. Yxf5 2.dxc8=D+ Wxc8 3. Wg+ Wxf81

b) 1.dxc8=2+!

1. Wxc8 2. Dxf5+ Wxfs 3. YR+ Wxfy

Comments by Author:

* Rundlauf by Queen in both directions.

6038 - Uberto Delprato

5k2/3R2b1/1p2p3/1r1P1bp1/2P1p3/2P2P2/1p2Q2P/1K6

1.2xc3 Wxb2 2. 2b4 Whet 1.Exd5 Wxed 2.Hd3 Was}

Comments by Author:

Due soluzioni analoghe, con cambio delle inchiodature/schiodature da ortogonali a diagonali.
In entrambe le soluzioni viene eliminato un primo pezzo che ostruisce la linea di matto, dopo di
che la Donna Bianca raggiunge la linea per dare matto, autoinchiodandosi.

11 pezzo che aveva eliminato il primo ostacolo schioda la Donna bianca liberando la linea per il
Matto. I due Matti vengono somministrati su angoli opposti della scacchiera e usando le lunghe
diagonali.

6039 - Ioannis Kalkavouras

1R4B1/1b6/1n2p1p1/3P3p/6pQ/1k2NP1R/1P6/1K6

a) 1.9xd5 fxgd 2.Dxe3 g5= b) 1.£.xd5 Dxgd 2. £xf3 Dhe=

Zilahi; Pat par clouage (Winchloe)

6040 - Stanislav Hudak

8/8/7P/3B1k2/3K3R/7b/6P1/2B5

1.2xg2 Eh32.Pgd Le6t 1.9g6 Hed 2.Dh5 173

6041 - Stanislav Hudak

8/7b/1b2K3/8/3pk3/7P/5PP1/n3N3

1.8¢7 Dd3 2. 2.4 D53 1.D¢2 g32.De3 131 1.94 L16 2. Le4 g31

6042 - Eligiusz Zimmer

8/plkr4/B4P2/8/2K5/8/4R3/8

a) 1.2c6 £c82.2c7 Hebt 1.Hd8 ©c52.247 He7t

b) 1.9b6 L2+ 2.%a5 Ha2i 1.9b8 £a52.Eb7 Hes
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6043 - Dmitro Grinchenko

6K 1/8/5k2/5P2/8/Br2nN2/2bn3r/5R2

1.Eh5 En1 2.Bxf5 Hh6; 1.Hb5 Ebl 2. Hxf5 Hbei
1.Dxf3 D 2.De5 Le7i 1.Ded De52.Dg5 DdT7E
Bristol bicolore

6044 - Mikola Vasyuchko & Mikhailo T. Galma
3R4/7K/8/7B/3b1kn1/8/8/6B1

a) 1.De5 .04 2 @ed Hxddib) 1.2e5 Hda+ 2. L5 Lxgai
Comments by Authors:

* Exchange of functions (bBd4/bSg4, Captured / Self-block)
* Exchange of functions (wBh5/wRd8, Guard / Mate)

* Exchange of moves (W1/W2) ¢ Play on the same square (B1, 2)
* Choice of move order (B1, capture avoidance, white-black) x 2
¢ Chumakov theme (b-s, simplified, 2, 2)

¢ Ideal mate x 1 * Model mate x 1

View in Helpmate Analyzer

6045 - Mikola Vasyuchko & Mikhailo T. Galma
In5R/bN6/k5B1/p7/2K5/8/8/1q6

1.Yxg6 Eh6 2. Wb6 D5t 1.9xb7 Lxb1 2.La8 Ledt
Comments by Authors:

* Annihilation x 2 * Anticipatory self-pin

* Exchange of functions (wBg6/wSb7, Captured / Mate)

* Hesitation (bQ) * Hesitation (wB)

¢ Leibovici interference (bQ-bB)

* Reciprocal captures (bQ/wB)

e Zilahi (passive, BS, 2) * Model mate x 2 ® Pin-mate x 2
View in Helpmate Analyzer

6046 - Stefan Parzuch
3rkb2/2p1g2N/p1rIR1p1/Kn6/4P3/8/2b5/8

a) 1.2d6 5 2.D17 D61 b) 1.Ecd6 Ee52.H6d7 Lxg61
Comments by Author:

a) 1.4)d6 e5 tempo (Ee5?) 2.0f7 o=

b) 1.Ecd6 Ee5 tempo (e5?) 2.26d7 Lxgb=

6047 - Stanislav Hudak

8/3p4/7p/2k5/8/2p3P1/8/2BK2R1

1.2d6 Ef1 2.%e7 La3+3.&e8 181

1.e2+ ©xc2 2.9b4 £d2+3.La3 Hal

Comments by Author: Helledie theme

6048 - Stanislav Hudak
8/4p3/3pkb1p/3ppnp1/4B1p1/8/7K/1b6

1.Dg3 232 296 Txg3 3. L7 Lxgdi

1.h5 243 2.Dh6 La6 3.D(7 L8

6049 - Eligiusz Zimmer
4nrrR/B3bp2/5p2/3k1pn1/3Ppp2/8/b5K1/8

a) 1.e3 218 2.Led4 Lxf4 3. Lxf4 Hhay

b) 1.Le5 Eh6 2. Le6 Exf6 3. Lxfo Ld4}

Zilahi, Echo diagonal-orthogonal, Kniest, Auto-blocage préventif, Sacrifice blanc, Mats modéles
(Winchloe)
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6050 - Eligiusz Zimmer

IRKS5/p3p3/8/2P2p2/2k5/8/8/8

a) 1.a5 ¥b7 2.9b5 Lag+ 3.2a6 Eb6i b) 1.e5 £d7 2.Ld5 Le8+ 3.Le6 Ed6i
Auto-blocage préventif, Anderssen (Winchloe)

6051 - Mikola Vasyuchko & Mikhailo T. Galma

K7/5p1p/5P2/5R2/3Pkr2/4p1P1/5B2/2b5

a) 1.Exf2 @b72.2d2 ©c6 3. Hd3 Ef41b) 1.Dxf5 ga+2.Lg5 £93 3.2h6 Lxf4}
Comments by Authors:

* Exchange of functions (wBf2/wRf5, Captured / Mate)

* Reciprocal captures (bR/wB)

e Zilahi (passive, RB, 2) ®* Model mate x 2

* Mates on the same square x 2

View in Helpmate Analyzer

6052 - Vladimir Koci

8/3B4/4p2p/3rb3/4b3/p3kp2/1B6/K4nlr

1.203 £g72.¢5 £h33. 94 Lxh6} 1.2d4 Le82.2.d5 Lcl1+3.Ded Lg61

6053 - Mario Parrinello, Marco Guida, Francesco Simoni
1n4K1/6P1/ppBppBb1/blpnr3/8/3k1p2/1plrp3/8

Bristol bianco anticipato preceduto da apertura di linea e seguito dal sacrificio nero per consentire
la promozione a & e interferenza nera.

Scambio di funzioni x 2 (£.f6/2.c6; Ee5/Ad5).

[ In each position, line opening to enable anticipatory white Bristol, black sacrifice to enable white
promotion and black interferences.

2x exchange of functions across the two positions:

* Bf6 and Bc6: Bristol line clearance - flight square control;

* Re5 and Sd5: line opening and sacrifice - black interference. |

6054 - Fabio Magini

K7/3r4/4n3/3R4/8/4kb2/8/8

1.2e2 Hb52.Hd2 b73.9d3 ©c6 4.2d4+ ©d5 5.D¢2 Eb3i

Comments by Author:

* Anticipatory interference (black-black)

* Check prevention (black-white)

* Ideal mate * Miniature ® Minimal * Aristocrat

View in Helpmate Analyzer

6055 - Daniele Gatti

4ANBB1/2Q1PpnN/4RK 1k/3P3r/7R/8/2p1p1pP/8

1.Eh3 c1=W 2. Wia+ Wxat 1.d6 e1=Y 2. Dxf7+ Wxe6t 1.2d6 g1=W 2. 2 xg7+ Wxg7t
Comments by Author:

In each variation, White loses control on a guarded square and both White final check + Black
checkmate occur on that square.

6056 - Vaclav Kotesovec

8/3k"B3/8/8/"B1"B<n4/8/"B1K5/8

1.5d5 €9c6 2.9 e6 ®b3 3.7b7 ®a6 4.7 dl a7 5.9dS &5 6.7 b4 €d4 7.8b1 c3 8.9 d2
#b3 9.2c1 a2 10.Tc4 Pal 11. b3 ®b2; 1.T 8 €6 2.2d3 8 3.2c4 Mb7 4.5 b
5.9g6 $d7 6. h5 Ee6 7.2h6 16 8.F g5 &7 9.7 d5 d2g8 10. T 6 #h8 11.T 17 g7;
Comments by Author:

* C+, Alybadix 36h 25m (!! NdR) e Exact echo
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Mating positions:

®

k1

7
k&

L
w 7

6057 - Anatoly V. Styopochkin

R7/KN51/PNp1P3/4b3/3k4/3P3Q/8/6ql

a) 1.22d5 ©xd5+2.d4 Lxd4 3. Wd3+ Lxd3} b) 1.22d6 Lxd6+ 2.7 Lxe7 3. Weet+ Dxe6
YépHo-0emnblil «ymeén-npuién» u 6emno-0enblil «ymen-mpuren».

JlnaroHanbHO-OpTOrOHAJIbHOE 3X0. [IpaBUiIbHBIE MAThI.

Black and white "gone-came" and white and white "gone-came". Diagonal-orthogonal echo.
Model mates.

6058 - Sébastien Luce

Gare...a la Dame noire !

8/8/8/8/8/8/6Kp/8

1..h1=+ 2. ©g3(+g2) Who+ 3. L 4(+g3) Whi(+h2) 4. D 3(+4) gxh2 5. L 2(+£3) gl=L.+
6. Lf1(+2) Wo21

Comments by Author: Sentinels in opponent pawn. After the promotion to black Queen, a
switchback h2-h1 provokes the apparition of a white sentinel in h2. It will be essential to be
captured on move four by a black sentinel, creating a jail for black Queen, forced at the end to
mate white King, also incarcerated in f1.

6059 - Nikolaj Zujev

8/4p3/7p/7k/2nNr2P/SKR1/6P1/8

a) 1... He3+ 2. 214 Lxhd 3. D5+ Lh5 4. H g5+ hxgst

b) 1...He62.914 Hg63.013 e6 4.g4+ Hxgdt

6060 - Michal Dragoun

7K/5>B2/4P3/>RP1N4/pP1k3n/6N1/3rp>1r2/1B1r>r>b2

1.PAxe6 D5+ A 2.e5 b6} B

1.Vxb5 Dxe2+ C2.¥cd e71 D

1.Hc2b6 B 2. Ec4 Dxe2; C

1.2f3 e7 D 2.2e5 Df51 A

Comments by Author:

2+2 solutions unified by fourfold cycle of white moves. In I and II distant self-blocks and mates
by Chinese batteries, in III and IV two-move black manoeuvre for self-block of one free square
(with simultaneous unguard of a mating square) and white gate-opening guarding the second one.
6061 - Hans Nieuwhart

4b3/3B4/8/6k1/8/3R4/8/1K6

1217 £152. 22+ $xa2(L17) 3.Lxf5(Ph7) Eh3t

1.9f6 £e62.2d7 L2 3.Lxe6(La2) Exd7(Ead)i

6062 - L'ubos Kekely

1Q5K/8/4plp1/1pp1P2p/7P/1Pk5/8/°q7

1.b4 2.bxc5 3.¢6 4.¢7 5.c8=2 6.2xe6 7. 288 8.¢6 9.¢7 10.e8=Y 11.Wexb5 12.Wxh5 13.¥h7
14.h5 15.hxg6 16.g7 17. W4+ Lxbat

Comments by Author: Meredith. Minor promotion. Clearing of the line. Model mate from battery.
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6063 - L'ubos Kekely

8/kP1P4/8/8/2p3p1/2Pp2P1/1p3p2/1K4B1

1.08=E & 1.d22.d1=2 3.D¢3 4.f1=2. 5. £.02 6. 217 7.£.¢8 dxc8=¥=

Comments by Author:

b7-b8=E, then 1.d3-d2 2.d2-d1=2) 3.2)d1-€3 unpin 4.f2-f1=2& selfpin 5.£f1-g2 6.82g2-b7
7.£b7-c8 d7xc8=W =

Meredith. Pin stalemate. AUW.

6064 - L'ubos Kekely

8/2k5/1R2P3/1p3P2/6B1/1K2p3/4P3/8

1.2d82.Le7 3.916 4. Lg5 5. Lxgd(L11) 6.3 7.912 8. Lxfl 9.Lxe2 10.£d2 11.¢2
12.e1=H 13. Exe6(e2) 14. Exb6(Eal) 15. 216 16. Exf5(f2) 17.He5 18. Exe2 Hdl
Comments by Author:

Meredith. Minor promotion. Model mate.

6065 - L'ubos Kekely

2k5/8/P3K3/B1p2p2/2P2PN1/PP6/3P2P1/4N3

1.9b8 2.2a7 3. Lxa6 4.Lxa5 5.2b6 6.Lc7 7.2d8 8. Le8 9. L8 10.Lg7 11.Lg6 12.2h5
13.914 14. %93 15.Dxf4 16.Le4 17.f4 18.£3 19.£2 20.fxel=H 21.Hc1 22. Hxc4 23. 2 d4 24.c4
25.0326.c2 27.c1=£ 28.£.xa3 29.£.d6 30. &4 D2}

Comments by Author:

Walk of black king. Minor promotions. Model mate.

6066 - L'ubos Kekely

K3N3/3p3~Q/B2P4/2P3k1/8/2P5/7B/4"QN2

1.9g6 2.917 3. &xe8 4. L7 5.L¢e6 6.2d5 7.Lxc5 8.9b6 9.9xa6 10.9b5 11.Lc4 12.2d3
13.9e2 14.Dxf1 15.Lg2 16.Lxh2 17.9g3 18.214 19.Le5 20.Lxd6 21.Lc6 22.d5 23.d4
24.dxc3 25.¢2 26.c1=/ 2757 28.50c5 29.2d6 30.40e7 31.Lc7 32.Ld8 Lbs=

Comments by Author

1.Kg5-g6 2.Kg6-f7 3.Kf7*e8 and back 4.Ke8-f7 5.Kf7-e6 6.Ke6-d5 7.Kd5*c5 8.Kc5-b6
9.Kb6*a6 and back again 10.Ka6-b5 11.Kb5-c4 12.Kc4-d3 13.Kd3-e2 14.Ke2*f1 15.Kfl-g2
16.Kg2*h2 and back again 17.Kh2-g3 18.Kg3-f4 19.Kf4-e5 20.Ke5*d6 21.Kd6-c6 22.d7-d5
23.d5-d4 24.d4*c3 25.¢3-c2 26.c2-c1=G 27.Gcl-c7 28.Gce7-¢5 29.Kce6-d6 30.Ge5-¢7
31.Kd6-¢7 32.Kc7-d8 Ka8-b8 = Meredith. Very long walk of black king with returns. Excelsior.
Minor promotion. Ideal stalemate.

6067 - Sébastien Luce

Two promotions behind a triangle

8/8/2>Qpp3/3pp3/4p3/7k/8/TK

1...ELe7 2.d4 ELf5 3.exf5(ELf8) ELd5 4.d3 ELc2 5.dxc2(ELc8) ELg5 6.c1=C ELb1 7.Ce2
ELxe5(e7) 8.dxe5(ELe8) ELf6 9.exf6(ELf8) ELg5 10.fxgS(ELg8) ELh4 11.gxh4(ELhS8) ELd5
12.Cg3+ Rgl 13.e3 ELf6}

1...ELxe5(e7) 2.dxe5(ELe8) ELf6 3.exf6(ELf8) ELg5 4.fxg5(ELg8) ELd6 5.d4 ELxe4(e7) 6.d3
ELd6 7.exd6(ELd8) ELg4 8.Rxg4(ELg8) ELf4 9.exf4(ELf8) ELd5 10.d2 ELc7 11.d1=D+ Rg2
12.Del ELd5 13.Dh4 ELe7%

A lot of reciprocal captures and rebirths in this problem (15 is the total).

During the solutions, the Moose executes a rundlauf g5-g5 in the first variation, d5-d5 in the
second. Promotion to Knight in the first variation, (to Rook or Queen would mate white King !),
also to self-block g3 after. More surprising to Queen with check in the second variation, allowing
white King to move to g2, then black Queen self-blocks h4 in two steps. At the end the Moose
mates, controlling g4 in the first variation, f5 and h5 in the second. The mates are model.
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6068 - Jean Carf

8/6k1/B4p2/3p3b/3Pn2P/p2K4/Pp6/8

1.9¢22.£.4d3 3. xe4 4. £xd5 5. 217 6.d5 7.d6 8.d7 9.d8=Y 10. ¥ g8+ ©h6 11. Y8+ &h7
12.£2.66 13. 25+ £.06 14.9b1 Lxf5%

6069 - Oleg V. Paradzinsky

8/8/8/4bkp1/2R3b1/3K4/8/8

1.2b8 Hcg2.&f4 Hfgt 1.2h2 He2 2,914 Ef2

6070 - Oleg V. Paradzinsky

6b1/8/8/4bkp1/2R5/3K4/8/8

1.2h7 Eh4 2.g4 Eh5+3.914 Ef55 1.9g6 Hga 2.&h7 Hxg53.2h8 Enst

6071 - Jean Carf

IRIN4/6p1/8/8/1p2pk2/7p/4p2P/4K3

1.9¢6 2.Eh8 3.Exh3 4. Eh7 5.h4 6.h5 7.h6 8.hxg7 9.g8=¥ 10. E 7+ ©e3 11.We4 12. E 3+
exf3 13.Dxb4 2

Comments by Author: Meredith; Dégagement de la colonne h; Excelsior blanc

6072 - Sébastien Luce

8/8/1N6/4kn2/8/>Q7/8/8

1.22d6 Dd5 2. Lxd5(2De5) LOxd6-¢7(Da3) 3.Dc4 Dxcd(Des) 4. Ye6 De3=

1.9e3 LOxe3-f3(Da3) 2.Dc2 Dd5 3.2b4 Dxba(Dd5) 4. Ded Dec6=

Comments by Author:

Pin "by the back", frontal in the first variation, diagonal in the second. Model stalemates.

6073 - Sébastien Luce

All ways lead to Rome

4Kk2r/6p1/8/8/8/6K1/8/7°Q

1.0-0 ©h4 2. £h7 Lh5 3.2 g8 A6 4.gxh6(Mh8) Lh4 5.h5 Mh6 6.2h8 Lxh5(h7)i

1.Eh5 &h6 2.gxh6(Mh8) Mxh5(Hag) 3. 28 ©hd 4. L g8 Mh3 5.2h8 Lh5 6.H g8
mxh6(h7);

Comments by Author: Two different solutions reaching to the same position. In the first variation
castling and white King switchback h4-h5. Kozhakin in the second. In both variations, exchange
of first and third white move. Linear rundlauf by the Grasshopper and mate by Davaine (self-
block of the captured piece by the mating move).

6074 - Sébastien Luce

Une montée et une descente pour Roméo Bédoni

8/6pp/5pp1/3ppp2/2PPP3/1PP5/PP6/8

a) 1.dxc4 a3 2.cxb3 a4 3.exd4 a5 4.dxc3 a6 5.c2(PB) a7(PN) 6.a6 cxb3 7.a5 b4 8.axb4 b3 9.f4 ¢5
10.f3 6 11.£2(PB) e7(PN) 12.e5 f4 13.e4 £5 14.e3 fxg6 15.2(PB) e4 16.f5 exf5 17.hxg6 fxgo==
b) 1.a5 dxe5 2.a4 exd5 3.a3 dxc6 4.a2(PB) a4 5.b5 axb5 6.bxc6 bxc6 7.c4 c7(PN) 8.c3 e6
9.c2(PB) c4 10.c5 ¢7(PN) 11.e6 f5 12.e5 f4 13.exf4 f6 14.fxg3 f7(PN) 15.f6 hxg3 16.f5 g4
17.fxg4 g3==

Comments by Author: In Changeants, pawns reaching the original rank of the opponent pawns
change their colour. So you will not see any promotion, but a long "ballet" of pawns, climbing
and descending. At the end, only two survivors remain for each side, face to face. Roméo Bédoni
is the inventor of many fairy pieces and conditions. ABC is the most well known.

Final positions: a) White: Pg6b3, Black: Pg7b4 b) White: Pc4g3, Black: Pc5g4

6075 - Jean-Francois Carf

8/8/8/1p6/kP1p4/pp2p3/r3P2B/R2K4

1.8e52.8xd4 3. 8xe34.8.d2 5.e4 6.5 7.6 8.7 9.e8=2 10.90d6 11.D¢4 12.Dxa3 13.Dc4
14,902+ ©a3 15.Lcl HExalf
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A NEW FAIRY CONDITION: CAPTURE & EXCHANGE
by Mario PARRINELLO

Among all fairy conditions, those involving captures are always appealing and as we all know
there are many ways of fairy captures. Many ways does not always mean that the possibilities are
exausted and therefore I wish to show you a new one...

Some may critics and asks: why another fairy condition? I answer with another question: why
not? Freedom of composing expression is the basis of the fairy genre and therefore the greater the
possibilities, the greater the opportunities for inspired composers to show new ideas and
hopefully new masterpieces.

Hence here is the following fairy condition which I called Capture&Exchange (from now on
C&E) since it immediately summarizes the essential rules of movements.

I suggest the following definition of C&E: when a piece X (including King) captures an enemy
unit (including King), it must exchange place with another piece Y controlled from the square
where the capture occurs (in case of own piece) or threatened from the square where the capture
occurs (in case of an enemy unit); the captured piece disapppears. The exchange of places is
compelling otherwise the capture is illegal.

When a pawn captures on its promotion rank, it promotes at capturing side's choise and then
must exchange its place with another piece.

A white pawn on its Ist rank or a black pawn on its 8th rank is immovable but since it is
capturable and/or exchangeable it may take part in possible C&E moves.

In other words, the complete capturing move consists of two parts: 1) the capture and 2) the
exchanged places between piece X and Y; as mentioned above, the capture is illegal without
exchanging places.

The definition could be not so clear, therefore better than 1000 words are diagrams! I provide
some educational examples which I'm sure are rather clear, especially no.1-2, whereas no.3 and
no.4 deserve a few words more; in example no.3, as expected, the wPb6 after the capture of the
bPb7 promotes at capturing side's choise and exchanges its capturing square (b7) with that of the
Sb8; the wBc2 after the capture of the bPa2 exchanges its place with that of the bPa2 which
promotes at capturing side's choise here too. No.4 shows how complicated could be the
motivations for the moves under this condition: the wQf4 provides a piece for exchanging
purposes [Sxd5 (Sd5<>Qf4)]#; in the mating postion, the bQf8 cannot parry the check by 3.Qxe7
since she has not a piece to exchange with and the wBh3 controls square e6 since the bBc8
provides a piece to exchange with [3.Ke6?? Bxe6 (Be6<>Bc8)].

< Example no.1

1.bxa3 (wPa3<>bPb4)

1.bxc3 (wPc3<>bPb4)

1.bxc3 (WPc3>wSd4)
F SR 1...axb2 illegal

A A 1...cxb2 illegal
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A < Example no.2

8 A 1.gxh8=Q (Qh8«bSh1)
A 1.gxh8=Q (Qh8«>wSal)

1.gxh8=R (Rh8«>bSh1)

1.gxh8=B (Bh8«wSal)

1.gxh8=S (Sh8«>bBf7)

1.gxh8=S (Sh8«>bPg6)

J=t < Example no.3
i 1.Rxel (Rel«<>bBbl)
A 1.Rxel (Rel<»>wShl)
1.bxc7 (¢7>b8=Q«>Sb8)
1.bxc7 (c7->b8=R«>Sbg)
1.bxc7 (c7->b8=B<«>Sbg)
A @ 1.bxc7 (c7>b8=S<>Sb8)
& A &  1.Bxbl (BblebPa2=bQbl)
1.Bxbl (Bbl<>bPa2=bRb1)
1.Bxbl (Bbl<>bPa2=bBb1)
1.Bxbl (Bbl«<>bPa2=bSbl)

') < Example no.4
A H=2
¥ 1.Qf4 gxf8=Q (Qf8<>Qf4) 2.Kxc5 (Kc5¢>d5) Se7#
A
]
&
Wy

I think this fairy condition is very dynamic and powerful since it involves three pieces,
the capturing piece, the captured and the exchanging ones which should hopefully allow
dynamic and interesting strategic realisations.
I welcome any feedback from interested readers (please write to me at
mario_parrinello@virgilio.it) and hope Popeye's team, Christian Poisson for WinChloe and
Frangois Labelle for Jacobi (for fairy PGs) are interested in implementing this condition in their
solving programs.

August 2025, M. Parrinello
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Affermazioni ltaliane (ltalian Award Winners)

&
L2
A
=
&
a W
L ¥ P ¢ 4
2 4
A £ A A
F ¥ Y
S W

& Alberto Armeni - 1 Prize, Cirtdan 2024
8/8/K7/2kB4/5N2/3R4/8/8
#4 (4+1) C+
1.Ed1? tempo
1...9b4 2. Hcl [3.2d3+ ©a3 4.Eal}
3...%a44.Eal1}] ©a33.2d3 [4.Hal}] Ya4 4. Halt
2...9a43.Dd3 [4.Ealt] ©a34.Half mal...2ds!
1.Ee3? tempo
1...9b4 2.9b6 a4 3.%c5 La5 4. Ha3:
1...2d6 2.9b6 47 3. 2.c6+ Ld6 4. He6}
3...9c8 4. He81 3...9d8 4. He8t ma 1...2d4!
1.9e27? tempo
1...9b4 2.906 [3.Eb3+ La4 4.2¢31] Dad 3.9¢5 La5 4. Ha3t
ma 1...2d6!
1.£h1? tempo
1...8c42.9a5 Dc53.9e2 @c4 4.Ec3f mal...&b4!
1.£b3? tempo
1...9¢62.2d4 L5 3.De6+ Dc6 4. 24
2...9¢73.De6+ D6 4. Ladt
3...9b84.Hd813...%c8 4. Hd8f ma 1...&b4!
1.£.¢8? tempo
1...9b4 2.8b6 Das 3.9c5 La54.Ha3i mal...Dc6!
1.£17! tempo
1...&b4 2.9b6 Dad 3.&c5 La5 4. Ha3i
1...9¢62.Hd4 ©c53.De6+ D6 4. 281
2..8¢73.De6+ D6 4. L8
3...5b8 4. 65481 3...Lc8 4. Hdsi

< Francesco Simoni
3" Prize, 265° T.T. SuperProblem 2022
7K/8/m3rQ2/kpr3p1/3B1p2/P1bln1Pp/SppP/5blq
H#2 (6+14) C+ b) $a5-gl
a) 1.Hc4 Wxe6 2.Had Whoi (£b617?)

1.Hed £xc52.Had £2b63 (Wb61?)
b) 1.0g4 Wxf4 2.4)xh2 Wx2f (£x121?)

1.fxg3 £xe3 2.gxh2 &x2f (Wxf21?)
Comments by Author: The pieces of a white half-pin defend each
other in the mating moves.
One of two black units, in turn, moves twice: at B1 to open a gate to
one of the half-pinned pieces, and then, at B2, to self-block.
The second half-pinned white piece, in turn, captures the other black
unit at W1 to guard the mating square and then to mate.

835



£
W A
4 F 3
& F 3
& A &
a s K
EX A &
ase
4 42 4
2
A A
£ wo A
& A A A
)¢ EWa
F )
2 A
AAH
a F )
Ak DA
@ &
Ad
@i EI
4 X
a a
W 4
-3 F Y Y

Best Problems n. 116 — October 2025

< Francesco Simoni

1* Hon. Mention, SuperProblem 2023
5b2/qp6/1p3p2/N4p2/K2P1k2/N2P1r2/rp1P1p2/8

H#4 (6+11) C+

1.2.b4 ©b5 (&b3) 2.2xd2 Db3 3.Le3 Del 4.14 (E42) D2t
1.2.¢5 ©b3 (Db5?) 2. £xd4 Db5 3.Le5 D7 4. K14 (147) Dedt
Comments by Author:

A black unit moves twice to selfblock a distant square. The capture of a white
unit at B2 allows the bK to move at B3 and specifies the order of black
moves. Indirect white self-unpin with dual avoidance (in his move, the white
king must not prevent the next move by the unpinned knight. Model mates.

€ Francesco Simoni

1% Prize, 9™ T.T. Fédération Royale Marocaine des Echecs 2023
Snb1/8/1p1ppIN1/4N3/Pp6/2B1kB1p/K1p2p1P/212rqn

H#2 (7+14) C+

b) -De5 ¢) &g8—el d)=c) -&.c3

a) 1.dxe5 Dh4 2. 94 2421 b) 1.9xf3 Le52.Lg2 Dhat

¢) Lbxe3 Df42.&d2 Dedt d) 1.9d4 Dxf8 2.L¢5 Dxe6
Comments by Author: A W unit (2e5) is captured at Bl in a). The same is
removed to have the twin b). A different W unit (£c3) is captured at B1 in c)
and it is removed to have d).

HOTF in twin form.

o In a) ¢) there is the ZILAHI theme, with distant blocks at B1.

e In b) d) the self-blocks are no longer possible, but the $2e3 can move twice
since a W controller has been removed.

< Francesco Simoni

9™ T T. Fédération Royale Marocaine des Echecs 2023
35" Commendation
8/8/4p3/3bP3/2pPR3/4n2p/4npRP/4k2K

H#2 (6+8) C+

1.2)d1 Ee3 2.f1= Hexe2f
1.f1=8 &f2 2.5)d1 Efxe2}
Scambio di mosse nere.

€ Francesco Simoni - "The triumph of international law" 2024

4™ Hon. Mention

8/4pK2/kp1rR3/p3r3/1n3n2/1Rq1p3/b4pp1/8

H#2 (3+13) C+ b) ®a6-f3

a) 1.9Dc6 Exd6 2.Da7 Hdxb6i 1.Hd7 Exb4 2. Ha7 HEbxb6i

b) 1.Wc8 Hxe52. Wod Hexe3f 1. Hg5 Hxc3 2. Hg4 Hexed:
Comments by Author: The pieces of a white half-pin defend each other in the
mating moves. One of two black units, in turn, moves twice: at B1 to open a
gate to one of the half-pinned pieces, and then, at B2, to self-block.

The second half-pinned white piece, in turn, captures the other black unit at
W1 to guard the mating square and then to mate.
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Best Problems n. 116 — October 2025

Ricostruzione
866 1 < Philippe Robert - (Ricostruzione 104, BP115, luglio 2025)
Iy 1% Prize, StrateGems 2001 - [riprodotto A138, Album FIDE 2001-03]
TYAY | bb1R4/p7/3nNp2/Q7/2pPPRB1/N1rk4/n3pP1K/4B3
W #2 (11+10) C+
AAABS 19152 [2.H£34] 1...2b7 2.e5% ma 1... Exa3!
5 Hee l.e5? [2.@c5:]:A] l...@e4a2.§f3:|:B
a An o 1...0b7 2.2f5t ma 1... £e4!
B 1.8£5! [2.Z£31 B] 1...Dxe4 a,Dd~ 2.9Dc5t A
1...9b7 2.e5% 1...BExa3 2. ¥d2+
e Le Grand e Changed Mates e Anti-Reversal e Reversal (Winchloe)
P. Zuvic G. Bielefeldt, J. A. Coello Alonso V. Giurgean
%A . %A =3 %A =3 %g =i
oy L YAV ¥ - an g an oy an
AAAH | Yigipst AANES AAAH
5 Hde & 5 Hde il 5 W G M 8
A AL & A AL & A AL & a An &
8 8 8 &

I partecipanti a questa amichevole gara, dove non ci sono premi ovviamente, hanno inviato
posizione simili all'originale, salvo qualche lieve spostamento di £ o E. L'unico a mettere il &f6
¢ stato Predrag Zuvic. Su questo pedone c'¢ un commento di JACA: "Me gusto mucho el
problema que reproduce una buena combinacion Lender, pero me sorprendio que en los datos
para su reconstruccion no se mencionase el ensayo 1.%e5? que amenaza 2.Bf3 y &\c5#, que
incorpora el tema Barnes, y que supongo deberd estar presente en el conjunto temdtico."
All'amico José Antonio ho risposto che 1'Autore non ha voluto usare questo tentativo, forse
perché era sventato da una cattura violenta. Ricostruzione difficile a detta dei partecipanti.

Ricostruzione n. 105 - Ricostruire un problema #2 che abbia la seguente soluzione:

1.2b2! [2.@d41]
1...652.9¢3% 1... D15 2.263 1...¢5 2.Db63% 1... Exd5+ 2. £xd5%
1.632.%p11 1...22.%h11 1. 2e3,2c3 2. ¥ (x)e3f 1... 217 2. We6t

Inviare (send to): perseus@bestproblems.it
(last available day for to send: 10/12/2025)
A. Garofalo

< Author?

#2

Un quiz trovato in un sito dove gioco a scacchi.

Divertitevi a trovare la soluzione.

Se qualcuno conosce l'autore, sarebbe mio piacere sapere chi é.

837



# Merry Christmas 2025 #

Awani Kumar, Lucknow, India
Enjoy! Rejoice!! Celebrate!!!

Christmas, which commemorates the birth of Jesus Christ, is an occasion of festivities and celebrations around
the globe. It is celebrated on December 25. Besides get-togethers and parties, decorating the Christmas tree is a
joyous activity. Postal authorities frequently come out with Christmas tree theme stamps and cards. The author
plans to join the festivity and wishes to celebrate and commemorate 2025 Christmas with some interesting tours
of fairy chess leapers, namely, zebra {2, 3} and giraffe {1, 4} on 12x25 (which relates to December 25) and
20x25 (which relates to the year 2025) board. Chess originated in India around 6th century CE and then reached
Europe through Persia. Human ingenuity and creativity have done wonders and numerous chess boards with
myriad fairy chess pieces — with all conceivable moves — emerged gradually. Figure 1 is one of them. Zebra is
also an old piece and has appeared in chess variants under different names. Its oldest name dates back as
Zardffa in Grant Acedrex, a 13" century book of chess and games composed during the reign of Spanish king
Alfonso X. It is called Elephant in Ciccolini’s Chess (1820) and Courtier in Mideast Chess (1971). Postage
stamps depicting it on a 12x12 board have been issued. Figure 2 shows zebra moves; Figure 3 that of giraffe.

P e e | S

4 < E LU0 PosTESLAG

@ AUSUO0 D i mmEmi) ¢
: : : AN 29) MU &M ‘
> « ! BE LA 3CCRTEMONDIALE oo
: : ; 0co” e  0OBDO" 3
’ < s il
4 1 : :
4 4 :
] q ‘
4 : q ‘
1] o . o '
» Greetings |

q ]
hooaaeaoeaaonaaosassaad 0 R,

8 1 1 2
7 2
8 3
A i
7 4
6 3
5 4 6 5
Fig. 2. Zebra {2, 3} moves Fig. 3. Giraffe {1, 4} moves
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Readers are requested to comprehend the moves confidently. Just like knight, they also move from light to dark
square and vice versa alternately. Figure 4 shows zebra tour on 12x25 board. It has two magic lines. Closed tour
doesn't exist because 1 and 300 can only be in top two, bottom two or central two rows. Figure 5 is on 20x25
board with two magic lines. Readers are urged to look for tours having more magic lines.
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211
8
201
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112
237
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57
160
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114
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194
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217
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137
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200
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15
58
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46
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113
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41
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123
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219
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135
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270
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44
93
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275 32
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1534 1806 1534 1670 1806
Fig. 4. Zebra {2, 3} tour on 12x25 board with two magic lines
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Fig. 5. Zebra {2,

3} tour on 20x25 board with two magic lines
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Figure 6 is giraffe tour on 12x25 board. It starts from one corner and ends at diagonally opposite corner. Figure

7 is on 20x25 board with two magic lines. Readers are urged to look for tours having more magic lines.
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Fig. 6. Diagonal tour of Giraffe {1, 4} on 12x25 board
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Fig. 7. Giraffe {1, 4} tour on 20x25 board with two magic lines

The author wishes a very Happy Christmas. May it bring health, wealth, love and happiness to all. Amen.
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Awani Kumar, Lucknow, India

As chess is becoming more and more popular, chess champions are becoming younger and younger. GM
Gukesh won World Chess Championship at 18 and now GM Divya Deshmukh, also from India, has
attracted world's attention by winning Women's Chess World Cup 2025 at the age of 19. Divya was part of
the gold medal-winning Indian team at the FIDE Online Chess Olympiad in 2020. In 2022, she won
National Women's Chess Championship and an individual bronze medal at the 2022 Women's Chess
Olympiad. In 2023, she won Asian Continental Women Championship and Tata Steel Chess India Women's
rapid (despite being the lowest-rated player in the field). She has also won golds at the Asian Championship,
the World Junior Championship and the World Youth Championship. Divya won double gold — team as well
as individual — at the 45th Chess Olympiad. Divya's team won bronze medal in the blitz event and silver in
the rapid section of the World Rapid and Blitz Team Chess Championships held in London in 2025. She
played a pivotal role and won individual bronze for her stellar performance. Usually, one has to get three
'grandmaster norms' to become a grandmaster but Divya earned grandmaster title by winning the World Cup.
Additionally, she qualified for the Women's Candidates Tournament 2026. Divya was born on 9 December
2005 and the author plans to celebrate her birthday with some interesting knight tours on 9x12 (which goes
with 9-12) board. Figure 1 is a semi-magic tour and sum of move numbers of all the columns is 654. It is 7-
fold cyclic and remains semi-magic when the tour starts from 1, 10, 28, 37, 55, 82 or 100 and proceeds
onwards. Figure 2 has the square numbers 12, 2% 32..., 10% namely, 1, 4, 9 ..., 100 arranged in a compact
formation at knight's move. Figure 3 is a monogram tour (knight moves delineating letter) and the line
joining the square numbers delineate letter 'D', the first letter in her name. Figure 4 has the square numbers
at knight move and the line joining them is heart shaped — the universal symbol of love.

7 14 8 98 5 16 87 84 107 43 12 51 6 45 56 53 28 105
9 97 6 15 88 99 106 3 86 22 7 44 11 52 27 106 57 54
13 8 91 100 17 4 85 108 83 13 42 21 50 5 46 55 104 29

96 101 18 9 92 105 2 23 26
19 12 103 94 21 10 25 82 1
102 95 20 11 104 93 22 27 24

20 23 8 47 10 101 26 107 58
41 14 39 24 59 30 103

38 19 48 102 3 108
55 52 57 48 59 50 79 46 81
36 73 54 51 78 47 28 65 44 7514015 99 16031
53 56 35 58 49 60 45 80 29 18 |37 | 76 2 | 69 | 98
74 37 72 61 32 77 66 43 64 774 17 63 32 6l
71 34 39 76 69 62 41 30 67 86 | 83 | 80 34 | 97 | 68
38 75 70 33 40 31 68 63 42 73 78 87 95 62 33
654 654 654 654 654 654 654 654 654 1 |88 85 72 92 67 96|y
6 21 12 95 2 35 40 97 38 106 3 8 5 104 69 102 83 96
1 94 7 22 37 34 41 99
20 5 10 1 48 39 98 82
93 8 19 4 33 42 47 67
18 29 24 § 46 99 44 42
27 92 31 6 43 66 51 65
30 17 28 2 50 45 102 40
91 26 63 1 101 52 67 29
58 83 90 77 62 75 80 103 108 44
89 86 59 82 79 72 105 68 53 53
84 57 8 61 74 55 70 107 104 38
87 60 8 56 71 106 73 54 693 31,

We love, adore and admire you GM Divya and wish you a very HAPPY BIRTHDAY.
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